
"TODAY'S EVENTS ARE TOMORROW'S HISTORY" 

A NEW CREATIVE BEGINNING! 

This is my first  opportunity to speak to all of  you. We have many things to accom-
plish this year that necessitate the entire membership's assistance and input. 
MEMBERSHIP - Our membership chair, Evelyn Shopp, has an ambitious plan to 
double or triple the Society's membership. 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE - chaired by Gene Conser, this group is in the 
midst of  procuring all pertinent data relevant to our new quarters. We are in need of  a 
chairman for  the Fund raising Subcommittee to develop a funds  acquisition program 
for  the new building. 
PUBLICITY - we have embarked on a publicity program on TV6. In addition, 
"Occasional Papers" prepared by Milton Ray are also scheduled for  subsequent 
issue. 
LEISURE WORLD CLUBS - We will be "reaching out" to the Leisure World 
clubs and, hopefully,  creating a joint venture with them relevant to all the history of 
Leisure World. 
DOCENTS - To those of  you who enjoy relating the virtues, living style and enjoy-
ment of  Leisure World we extend an invitation to become a Leisure World Historical 
Society Tour Docent. 
PROGRAMS - Please communicate with Ward Payne and offer  suggestions for 
interesting and stimulating programs for  Leisure World Historical Society members 
and for  the community at large. 

IMAGE! IMAGE! IMAGE! 



We are not a stodgy backwater group blowing dust of shelves and books. We 
are vibrant, active, interesting and interested in all that surrounds us and affects 
our community life style. Think it, speak it, live it and convey it to all!!! 



PROGRAMS - The Society is sponsoring a bus trip to the Ronald Reagan 
Library and Museum on July 12th, The bus will depart from the Gate 3 bus stop 
at 9 A.M. and will return in the late afternoon. 
In addition to exhibits relating to President Reagan, the museum is currently fea-
turing an extensive Civil War exhibit. 
The cost of the trip will be $24.00 per person, which includes the bus fare, lun-
cheon and admittance to the Library-Museum. 
Additional programming for the balance of 1995 is in the early planning stage. 
Finalized information will be disseminated as available. 

Ward Payne, Chairman, Programs 

MEMBERSHIP - The Membership Committee has 329 members!! Too large? 
Not at all. Membership must be the responsibility of all of us, if we are to contin-
ue to grow and to expand our activities. The "official" committee needs your sug-
gestions. How can we "sell" Society membership? What will appeal to potential 
members? Do you have friends and neighbors who might respond to special 
mailings? Put on your "marketing" hat and share your suggestions. Help make 
1996 a HIGH membership year! 

Evelyn Shopp, Chairman, Membership Committee 

COMMITTEE FOR THE FUTURE - This Committee was instructed by the Board 
of Directors "to determine history in the making and the people associated with 
these moments" and, specifically, to study the activities of the Historical Society 
in the light of its stated purposes and to recommend programs believed neces-
sary and desirable to carry out those purposes. Because key stated corporate 
purposes were research and dissemination of information relevant to the history 
and culture of Leisure World, the Committee has recommended speed-up of the 
oral history program, greater activity in the docent tours program and renewal of 
the publications program. The latter flourished during 1980-1982 with the publi-
cation of a scholarly semi-annual journal and was suspended for financial rea-
sons, not for lack of writing and editorial talent. 

Milton Ray, Chairman, Committee for the Future 



PUBLICITY/PUBLICATIONS - Currently there is no committee for this vital area. 
Milton Ray is scheduling the preparation of a second "Occasional Paper" later 
this summer or early fall. Your ideas and suggestions will assist him greatly. We 
have had a series of TV programs on TV Channel 6 that have encompassed the 
following topics. 

Shopp - Selection of the Leisure Worlder of the Month 
Sampson - Use of Computer Technology for Retention of Records 
Ray - Concepts and Tenets of the Future Committee 
Shopp/Payne - Membership Activities/Programming 

Upcoming topics and projected dates will include: 
July 12 History of the Historical Society - Tracy Strevey 
Aug. 9 Archival Activities of the Society - TBD* 
Sept. 13 Historical Society and Leisure World Clubs - TBD* 
Oct. 11 The Image of the Historical Society - TBD* 
Nov. 8 Fund Raising Needs for Leisure World Historical Society - TBD* 

*Presenter to be determined. 

All programs are aired on second Wednesday of each month at 9 AM on TV 6. 
The Society appreciates the cooperation and assistance of TV 6 personnel, 
especially Rob Merritt, for our televised community publicity. 

Harry R. Schwartz 

FULFILLING RETIREMENT DREAMS 

Copies of this publication are available in the Historical Society Office at a price 
of $7.00 

LEISURE WORLD CHINA 

There are a substantial number of cups, saucers, salad plates, dinner plates, 
and creamers available for donations to the Ross Cortese Commemorative 
Fund. 

LEISURE WORLD JOURNALS 

Copies of the Spring, 1980; Fall, 1980; Spring, 1981; Fall, 1981; and Winter, 
1982 are available at $1.00 each. 



ARCHIVES 

This is a continuing period of transition for the Archives. The computer 
group, headed by Foster Sampson, assure us that archival materials can be put 
into the computer, using the scanner. But we cannot wait for that to happen, and 
the activities continue. Clipping and updating scrapbooks takes most of the time 
of Lois Eckhardt and Alberta Montvydas. We need some one who could "clip" at 
home, and supply materials for us. Then our office volunteers could do other 
much needed duties. Cushman Clark has transferred the photo file to a newer 
8 1/2x14 file which can be locked. Helen Hanson and Ruth Gross are working 
on the club and subject files. If you are interested and able to contribute time and 
talent, please call the office at 597-4330. 

Archivist - Helen Clark Oral History - Cushman Clark 
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WALLACE E. BJORNSON - After retiring as Lt. Col. in the U.S. Air Force, Wally 
worked for ITT and Rockwell International in the Mercury, Man in Space, Space 
Shuttle and Apollo programs. 
He and Betty moved to Leisure World in 1981 where he served as Director of 
Saddleback Hospital Associates for 5 years, President of Golden Rain Board, 
President of Saddleback Kiwanis and President of Travel Club #1. He enjoys 
travel, reading and golf. 

RUTH HALLY - Ruth and her late husband, Albert, came to Leisure World in 1972 
where she has been active in the Women's 18 Hole Golf Club and the 
Scholarship Committee of Saddleback Hospital. In addition to golf, her hobbies 
include contract bridge and flower arranging. 

HELEN C. HANSON - moved to Leisure World in 1989 after a long career in nursing 
in Minnesota, first as a Public Health Nurse for 6 years, and then as a university 
teacher of nursing for 25 years. At Leisure World she has been active in the 
Academians, the American Irish Society and the Aliso Club. Her interests include 
traveling, reading and volunteering in community organizations. 

JOSEPH H. HIGGINS - was born and raised in New York, N.Y., graduating from the 
College of the City of New York. He retired from Dun & Bradstreet's National 
Credit Division in New York City after 30 years of service. 
Joe and his wife, Jeanette, came to Leisure World in August, 1983. Joe has 
been active in the Foreign Policy Assn., the One-Ten Club, the American Irish 
Society, Saddleback Kiwanis Club and the Laguna Canyon Foundation. He 
enjoys travel as well as the study of history, geography and foreign affairs. 

EDWIN J. WELLHAUSEN - Scientist, teacher and administrator to man's fight 
against hunger, spent most of his distinguished career with the Rockefeller 
Foundation. Many years were devoted to improvement in varieties of maize 
(corn) in Mexico, principally, as well as many other countries throughout the 
world. 
The author of over 70 publications, he has lectured extensively and has been a 
leader in international agricultural education. Since he and his wife Edith came to 
Leisure World in 1985, he has been an enthusiastic gardener, President of the 
Academians and Board member of World on Film Club #1. 




