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ON OUR WATCH
April 1, 1995 to March 31, 1996

Your current Board of Directors and its Officers will be
going "off watch" at the end of March. We feel that a
number of interesting events occurred during our collective
stewardship, but certain aspects of our starting cbjectives
have yet to be achieved.

Membership has increased by approximately seven percent,
programming has reached a reasonable level of diversification,
the conversion of print media historical information has a
foothold in our computer "bank", we have gained new Associates
and Affiliates and we have enhanced our public relations
exposure via TV 6, the print media of Leisure World News,

the Voice and the Orange County Register. That very necessary
human element, "The Volunteers", that energizes the Society,
has grown in numbers and capability.

Like the gquestion from the musical "South Pacific", "What
Ain't we Got?" --- we ain't got new guarters--yet! Because
of many circumstances beyond our control a time lag remains
before we can turn that first shovelful of earth for our new
building. That day will come and, with current planning we,
even now, are soliciting your support in the acquisition of
eguipment and furnishings for the "innards" of the new
Leisure World Historical Scciety home.

All of us have welcomed and appreciated the assistance and
cooperation of the many Society members and hope that the
'96-'97 crew will have "all hands on board" for that watch.

Harry R. Schwartz, Pres.
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DEVELOPMENT

A. Members' 1996 Directory---Society members have and are

~ expressing their pleasure with the more artistically
designed "Directory of Members, Associates and Affiliates
for 1996". The bright yellow cover pages especially
attract attention.

The categories of membership support selected by individual
members are more clearly delineated. Contributing members
are denoted by (C) after the name while Life members are
(L), Sustainers by (SU), Sponsoring members by (SP) and
Patrons by the complete designation.

A larger number of Leisure World clubs and other organi-
zations have become Associates of the Society--59, seven

more than in 1995. Historical records of the organizations,

retained in our archives, become increasingly important
as time passes.

Members have also remarked about the apparent growth in
support by business and professional people outside Leisure
World. The number of "Patrons", whose financial support
of the Society has become most helpful, has increased to
16, a record number for 1996. A total of 70 Affiliates
in the various categories provides the membership an
excellent reference list of people and organizations who
support the Society.

B. Society's New Headguarters Building---Historically, the
new facility was to be planned as a "wrap-around" addition
to the Leisure World Library. An architectural plan and
concomitant renderings were prepared. A budget for




building and furnishings was prepared. Subsequently the
funding plan was stalled by adverse national and local
economic issues. A task team was established to determine
feasibility of proceeding without any large outside cash
infusion. The new approach included a reduced cost require-
ment, utilization of the GRF Dorothy Siegel Fund and an
outlay of funds from the Society's assets. The objective
was considered practical and possible. The task team and
pertinent GRF members have met and continue to meet to reach
a point of mutual benefit to the Society and GRF. One
specific economy was to use the same constructor for the

new Administration Building and the Society's headguarters.
The Society will furnish its area. GRF and the Society
agreed to proceed with architectural work utilizing the
Siegel Fund with PCM providing coordinating support with the
Task team on requirements on cost/budget constraints. As

of 2/23 the Administration Building project has been placed
on hold for about 30 days while other location/budget
alternatives are evaluated. The exact and end impact on the
Historical Society project has yet to be determined.

A. Gene Conser
B. Alex Gunster

PROGRAM

The Society has had an active program year. In September

we sponsored a lecture featuring Dr. Bob Feldman, Prof.
Emeritus of Russian History at California State University,
Fullerton. Dr. Feldman, having returned from one of his
frequent trips to Russia, presented a fresh insight into the
events occurring in that important part of the world. In
November, Dr. Robert I, Pfeffer, Associate Prof. in Residence
of Neurology at UC Irvine presented a program relating to
"Alzheimer's Disease: Early Diagnosis, Research, and Social
Implications".

Three chartered bus trips were sponsored by the Society.
These included the Ronald Reagan Library and Museum in July,
the Richard Nixon Library and Museum in October and the
historic Mission Inn in Riverside this February. All

three trips were extremely popular and were "sell-outs'".
Other 1996 trips, lectures and events will be announced as
they are finalized,

The Program Committee is currently preparing for the 1996
Annual Meeting and Dinner Dance to be held on Sunday, March24,


















