BUILDING FOR
TOMORROW
A Dream is Coming True
Building For Tomorrow is
the theme that has keyed intense
enthusiasm among the group
chaired by the indefatigable Evelyn
Shopp, past president of the
Historical Society, and Chair of the
Building Endowment Committee.
Under Evelyn's leadership,
dedication revolves around the
realization that Leisure World's
Historical Society has a new
facility in sight, and she is resolute
that it become a reality as
scheduled.
The inception of the dream
for a facility under one roof to
provide adequate space and
equipment for compiling and
preserving the events from which
history is drawn was included in

initial planning of the Historical
Society.
Evelyn's group is concerned
with implementing that dream using
a plan that includes the new facility
and equipment; providing for future
replacement and upgrading is a
vital segment of the project. The
continuance of the Leisure
Worlder of the Month program is
an essential part of the plan.
This, to quote Evelyn, "is a
unique opportunity for members (of
the Society) to contribute to a vital
project; it is an appropriate way of
saying, Leisure World we love
you."
The work of the Committee
merits Special Recognition for the
superb effort they are making and
will continue to make toward the
Society's new structure that will
house its office and Archives;
Archives that physically preserves
the history of the Community and
every Club and Organization that
takes advantage of the facility.

LEISURE WORLD'S
BEST KEPT SECRET

Historical Society does not function
as a Social or Recreational
assemblage,
the organization
Leisure World Historical
performs a vital service to Leisure
Society's NEWSLETTER of
World. Equally important is that
March 1982 begins with a
future Residents will have records
paragraph entitled MEMBERSHIP.
available from which they can
Thefirst sentence reads: "New and
know what occurred in the
Renewal Memberships have been
community back to the date of its
boosted at the time of this writing
inception.
to 272 " It goes on to say
The Society's adage is
" this is a 30% increase in total
simple,
self
explanatory:
over last year."
Preserving Leisure World History.
Every member of the Society
Membership in September
~ now that the secret is out ~ need
1996 has increased in those
spread the word that the
fourteen years by 105, or 28%!
organization is active, vibrant and
Only one conclusion can be drawn
dedicated to its quest. While it does
from this statistical data:
not have regularly scheduled
The Historical Society, an
meeting of its members, it
integral part of Leisure World,
continues to inexorably collect and
performing a vital function, is the
COMMUNITY'S
BEST KEPT preserve Leisure World's History.
SECRET!
The Historical
Society
When these numbers are
exists, it is healthy and well.
brought into focus, and related to
Finally, the secret is out!
the number of clubs and
organizations that have emerged
THE PRESIDENT SPEAKS
since the beginning of Leisure
World, it seems logical to say the
"The times, they are a
knowledge the Society exists has
changin'...."
not been "convincingly" broadcast
The leadership of the
to all groups that it serves.
Historical Society faces the future
Speakers from the Society
with
enthusiasm
that
is
are available to every club and
unparalleled! The new edifice that
organization who are prepared to
has been in planning for so long is
present a five to 10 minute
now within sight. As a member of
explanation of how records are
our Board of Directors put it: "Our
tabulated and preserved, on a gratis
basis, in its Archives.
The

dream is a comin' true" after all
these years.
The Society has been
presented with the architectural
drawings for
the building;
volunteers within our group are
diligently making plans toward
seeing the structure's completion,
furnished,
and
becoming
functional. While we now operate
three separate rooms — Office,
Computer
Operations,
and
Archives — in early 1997 we will
be under a single roof!
To the Society members,
past and present, this marks a
historical and appropriate event in
the times and life of Leisure World.
Our advancement coincides with
the development activities of the
Golden Rain Foundation, the
Mutual Boards, and Professional
Community Management.
It would be remiss if the
"new look" of the NEWSLETTER
was not acknowledged. The editor,
Tom Gaylor, has given me the
word: "You ain't seen it all yet!"
Does that mean there are to be
additional changes?
My best to all as the season
changes to fall.
Harry R. Schwartz
President

AN ODYSSEY
The Society's Archivists
The Archives "bunch", as
they like to call themselves, loaded
their station wagon to the ceiling
with a table, chairs, identification
posters, pamphlets and off they
went to a Mission San Juan
Capistrano "Old Fashioned Fourth
of July Celebration". The "Bunch"
included Maijorie Williams, the
Society's Archivist, and two of her
loyal and dedicated helpers.
Alberta Montvydas and Fran
Lindberg.
Representatives from a
number of local Historical Societies
and Daughters of the American
Revolution Chapters were present.
Each had been provided a space in
the shaded arches to set up an
exhibit on the Mission patio.
Dr. Mildred Murry, Chair of
the Mission History and Heritage
Committee of the California State
Society, Daughters of the American
Revolution, presented a pageant
that she researched and wrote the
script for. The pageant tells the
story of the first eight American
Missions that supported the
American Revolution as part of the
Spanish effort to help American
Patriots win their War for
Independence.
It was a colorful, lovely day
with the flowers of the patio
blending with the costumes of the

Spanish and Indian dancers. The
dozens of onlookers in attendance,
seated in white lawn chairs,
enjoyed the pageant and the
splendor of its presentation.
At the conclusion, the
audience freely visited each
exhibit, Maijorie reported, and the
entire stack of Leisure World
Historical Society Application
Forms were handed out! She,
Alberta and Fran, came away with
the impression that the Society had
made new friends on this year's
Independence Day!
The Historical
Society
extends deep appreciation to these
ladies for taking the time and
making the valiant effort to
promote the activities of Leisure
World's Historical Society!

JERRY WERNER ACCEPTS
TREASURER POSITION
A fourteen year resident of
Leisure World, and member of the
Historical Society for two years,
Jerry Werner has been appointed
its Treasurer. He succeeds Milton
Ray who will continue to serve as
assistant.
Jerry is a past member of the
Third Mutual Board of Directors,
and served as its president. He was
a member of the Golden Rain
Foundation for three years.

Jerry is a member of the
Orange
County
Waste
Management Commission for
thirteen years, and was Chairman
for three of those years.
His principal hobby is his
computer; he frequently surfs the
Internet and World Wide Web.
Talking with him about his
career as an Aerospace Engineer is
fascinating. Some of the action in
space today, Jerry said, he and
other engineers he teamed with
made much of it happen.
Welcome aboard, Jerry.
THE HAND OF WELCOME
A warm welcome to all who
have elected to become colleagues
of Leisure World's Historical
Society. There are rewards in
belonging, and sharing your time, if
available, for participation in one of
the activities that might be of
interest to you. Your talents are
needed.
New Members of the Historical
Society are:
Evelyn Fractor
Ida M. Wood
Herb Field
Bernard Stelzer
Edith M. Stelzer

Herb Field, a new member
whose name appears above, has
volunteered his time and talents.
He and his daughter, Priscilla,
operated their Graphic Arts Studio
m the New York area for many,
many years.
Thank you, Herb, for being
so generous with your time and
talents!

EDITOR'S COMMENT
The
responsibility
of
preparing and publishing the
Historical Society NEWSLETTER
has been delegated to a newly
appointed editor by Mr. Harry
Schwartz, president
of the
organization.
Today's issue represents the
initial effort; while the format is
different, the change is for a well
defined purpose. It seemed
appropriate to configure the various
reports into "stories" and present
them using
techniques that
facilitates
more
comfortable
reading. The attempt to achieve this
is twofold: the use of two columns,
and larger type.
A sincere effort will be put
forth to ensure that future additions
will
be
interesting,
and
informational. That is the objective.
Members of the Society are
encouraged to share the letter with

friends and neighbors, those who
are not now members. Perhaps the
letter will serve as an impetus
motivating them to enroll. Every
resident of Leisure World need
share in the responsibility of
Preserving the History of the
community.
Suggestions that would serve
to improve the quality and
readability of the NEWSLETTER
are welcome; please put your
thoughts in writing and send to
Leisure World Historical Society,
PO Box 2220, Laguna Hills, Ca,
92653. All responses will be given
thoughtful consideration.
Further, the leadership of the
Society needs your assistance now
and in the future to suggest outings
to locations
of
"historical
significance and interest". The
organization has a keen interest to
sponsoring trips that benefit its
membership and residents. Let your
suggestions flow.
Are there other activities you
would like to propose? Please write
your thoughts and ideas to the
Society.
Lastly, if you have an urge to
write, assist in design and layout of
the NEWSLETTER, let that
interest be known. The project is
interesting and challenging. Call
the Society's office at 597-4330
Monday, Wednesday or Friday
between the hours of 9 a.m. and
noon. You will be contacted.

ALISO PARK
The following nostalgic
story was written by Rose Carter
and published by the Historical
Society in November of 1981.
Aliso Creek is the focal
point of Leisure World's own
secluded hideaway named Aliso
Park. The creek, which runs the
length of the park, is spanned near
each end by a half-moon bridge.
The park is a hidden place that can
not be seen when driving by. Only
by walking through can one see its
entirety, and only by walking
through can one feel its peace, see
its life, hear its sounds, absorb the
fragrance of its seasons, and
experience the beauty of its
flowers, trees, shrubs and creek.
To reach the park, drive
through Gate One, continue south
on Avenida Sevilla, then turn left
on Los Altos which is the last street
before Gate Four. A short block
ends in a parking area facing Aliso
Park. Walk to the edge of the area
for an overall view. You will be
aware of a towering California
Sycamore. There is a plaque placed
by the Daughters of the American
Revolution that states the tree was
there aboutfifty years before the
Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock
(1620). If you are out early on a
Monday, Wednesday or Friday
morning you will see an exercise
class that meets under the tree on

those days. The class members
wear brightly colored suits and
look like large, exotic birds doing
mating dances.
Then start your walk. Go left
down the driveway and turnrightat
the second walk with the railing at
the side. The walk is between
homes and goes toward the park.
Turn right. This backtracking
enables one to pass the homes and
share the beauty the owners have
wrought. The floral displays vary
from home to home and season to
season. There will be African
violets in windows, orchids on
porches. A snowball bush with
perfect white blooms trimmed so it
is a tree, and near it a pink azalea
tree.. One home has tulips that vie
with those of Holland. When the
tulips are gone, anemones or
another flower soon follows. A
peach tree's pink blossoms make
the tree look like an Easter hat of
the 50's. Camellias of every color
and size, English primroses,
pansies, calla lilies, a wide variety
of iris, and many other flowers may
be seen. Roses bloom in profusion
on both sides of the walk. One
needs to walk often to avoid
missing something special, for in
two weeks there may be a great
change of scene.
To be continued in the next
NEWSLETTER

VOLUNTEERS
The Society has phenomenal opportunities for volunteers
who wish to supplement their RETIREMENT
with challenging
projects. The compensation: self satisfaction, a sense of
accomplishment generated by being creative and contributing to
the perpetuity of Leisure World. Confirmation is available from
any Historical Society volunteer!
Applications are being taken now, queue up before the line
becomes too long:
Positions open include:
Field Reporters (History Vigilantes)
Archival Material Processors
Assistant Editor
NEWSLETTER Writers
Other Publications Assistants
Computer Operations (select your position)
Executive Position Open (Heroic Opportunity)
1st Vice President (in Charge OF Programming!)
To avoid the queue call the office, 597 4330, Monday, Wednesday or
Friday between 9 a.m. and noon and make an appointment. Harry Schwartz
will be conducting interviews at a mutually convenient time.

HISTORICAL

Faiinie B. Dozier

SOCIETY

Dr. Russel M. Hackler

ETERNAL

John W. Luhring

SOCIETY'S BENEVOLENCE FUNDS
Contributors
Ross Cortese
Leisure World's Women's Golf Club
Maurice Welds
Helen Mencher
Leisure Wo rider of the Month
Ebell of Laguna Hills
Judge Samuel & Gloria Kirbens
Marion Miller Neuburger
Joseph Higgins
Fannie Dozier Memorial
Bill and Evelyn Shopp
Claire Still
Building
Wallace Bjomson
Cushman & Helen Clark
Helen Lyon
Helen Mencher
Evelyn Shopp
William Shopp

HISTORICAL SOCIETY'S LEADERSHIP
Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer
Secretary

Harry Schwartz
Evelyn Shopp
Jerry Werner
Milton Ray
Helen Hanson
Board of Directors

Jim Fox
Tom Gaylor
Ruth Hally
Josept Higgins
Robert Miller
Jerry Werner

Shirley O'Connor
Justine Ratner
Milton Ray
Doyle Selden
Edwin J. Wellhausen

EMERITUS
Robert Dozier
Tracy Strevey
Archivis
Maijorie Williams

ROSS CORTESE COMMEMRATIVE FUND
Ann Gilbert
Theresa Zuffante
Dorothy Dixon
Marline & Irene Siminow
Adele Argo
Walter Penn
Sharon Morrison
Betty Bartlett
Evelyn Hintz
Helen Pitzele
Rosemary Konopka
Lillian Michelson
VOLUNTEERS
COMPUTER
Nell Fullerton
Bob Jackson
Bud Kerney
Fran Lindberg
Alberta Montvydas
Patricia Trestrail

VOLUNTEERS
ARCHIVES

VOLUNTEERS

LEISURE WORLDER OF THE MONTH

Cushman Clark
Fran Lindberg
Alberta Montvydas
Toby Nerenberg
Patricia Trestrail
Maijorie Williams

Ruth Payne
Fritzie Schwartz
Bobbie Bateman

DOCENTS
John Bradley
Eleanor Cooper
Elbern Daisley
Jim Fox
Irv Goldberg
Bob Miller

Ruth Goldberg
Peggy Kermer
Shirley Levy
Ward Payne
Justine Ratner

Arly Ray
Sylvia Samet
Harry Schwartz
Doyle Selden
Dick Yeakel

LEISURE WORLD HISTORICAL
Of Laguna Hills
P. O. Box 2220
Laguna Hills, Ca. 92654

SOCIETY

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

Permit No. 340
Laguna Hills. CA
92653

