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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

'Tis time of the year for fancy, fact and fiction, and of course,
retrospection. Richard Brinsley Sheridan (1751 - 1816) in his play "The
Rivals", Act IV, Scene 2, comments on the latter word with: "We will not
anticipate the past, so mind, young people ~ our retrospection will be all to
the future".
The Society's approach is its own reflection: "Today's Events are
Tomorrow's History". Our special day for 1996 was Wednesday, November
20th, 1 - 2:30 P.M. — Ground Breaking for the new headquarters of the
Historical Society! Between the clouds of Tuesday, and the rain on Thursday,
we were blessed with a beautiful and bountiful day of sunshine for our "First
Shovelers" as each assaulted the earth re-arranging a bit of soil making way
for the new edifice. It is not here yet, but it is closer than it has been since
1976-77, the years the "dream" began its course to reality. We appreciate the
community's assistance in our project with special kudos to the individuals
and organizations that have graciously and generously contributed their time,
efforts and resources.
I must express my personal appreciation to everyone that has
assisted me in carrying out my assignment.
My wife, Fritzie, and I join in wishing all of you an enjoyable, healthy
Holiday Season replete with good health, family warmth and the good cheer
of close friends.

HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
ENTERS NEW ERA
The first shovel of earth
turned by Huell Howser, the
popular television personality,
marked the entrance of the
Historical Society into a new era.
From the time of its inception
organizers of the group envisioned
a building of its own in which
events of historical significance in
Leisure World would be recorded
and
preserved
for
future
generations.
The
Ground
Breaking
ceremony was attended by more
than one-hundred residents of the
community
The
planning
period
involved more than twenty years.
With plans in place, Howser, with
one swing of the shovel converted
the mental and paper planning into
a physical reality.
CALIFORNIA'S
GOLD,
hosted by Howser is seen statewide
on PBS television stations,
including Leisure World's Channel
10, Howser had enthusiastically
responded to the invitation to
participate
in
the
historic
ground-breaking event. His first
visit to the community which, he
said, he had heard so much about

led him to request that he attend
the new building dedication.
Howser was given a hearty
welcome to Leisure World by those
in attendance. In appreciation for
the congenial reception he was
given he presented six episodes of
CALIFORNIA'S
GOLD
to
Channel 6. Thefirst video will be
shown beginning December 30.

PROGRESS
The Society on the Move
A group of visionaries in
Leisure World early on sowed a
conceptual seed, a seed that
became a dream. It involved a
concept of record preservation for
the community, its residents, clubs,
and organizations. Their mandate
embodied growth; membership in
the organization needed to grow
commensurate with the population
of the community. An integral
component of their mandate was a
facility to house its operation.
From the beginning the
Society has maintained a firm grip
on the objectives; it has built on
and expanded the goals.
The Archives are bulging
with documents that record events
of historical value that have
occurred in the community.
Shortage of physical storage space

triggered the use of computer
technology to expand storage and
preservation capacity.
Construction of a new
building to house the Historical
Society's activities will commence
in early 1997.
Membership has increased
this year reaching a total of over
500, the largest ever, and the
highest gain in a single year. The
revised Membership Roster will be
ready for distribution early next
year.
The dream of the Historical
Society founders continues to
unfold with the passing of each
day; the evidence is in the progress
being achieved.

Aliso Club: American Irish
Society;
Amigos Nuevos;
Astronomy
Club;
Audubon
Society; Canine Club; Chinese
Brush Painting; Camera Club of
Laguna Hills; Ethnic & Regional
Foods Club of Leisure World;
GALES - Gay & Lesbian Support
Group; Hawaiian Bowling &
Travel Club; Jewelry & Allied Arts
Club; Lady Lions of Laguna Hills;
Mayflower Congregational Church;
Medical Society of Laguna Hills;
Minnesota Club; Men's Golf Club;
New Jersey Club; Newcomer's
Club; Nifty 50/60's Club; P. E.O.
Group, Leisure World; Porcelain
Club; Reform Temple of Leisure
World, Laguna Hills; Sewing
Supers; Shrine Club of Leisure
World.

time and talent expended by the
dedicated and tireless volunteers.
An appeal is ongoing to new
members in the organization who
wish to contribute by becoming a
part of the volunteer group. Call the
office at 597-4330 and let your
willingness for service be known.

ALISO PARK
By Rose Carter
The first installment of
ALISO PARK appeared in the
September 1996 issue of the
Leisure World Historical Society's
NEWSLETTER.
The following is
the second part of the narrative.
While passing the homes
glance down at the park. If it is a
holiday, or summertime, there will
be picnics and ball-games and
children running and rolling down
the hills on the grass. At the
Valencia end of the park there is a
steep descent, a long curving walk
defined by a railing. Trees passed
have name plates for the edification
of those with a curious mind.
Approaching the lower level of the
park there is a large California
Pepper tree acting as a greeter just
before you reach a half-moon
bridge that spans the creek, and on
the left is a jungle-like growth that
seems dense enough to disappear in
and never be found, as coyotes do
at times.
As you walk you will pass
friends and makefriends. There is
time to enjoy it all and a feeling of
not wanting to get through the park
too quickly. Along the walk there
are benches where you may sit and
rest, or chat with a companion. At
the half-way point there is a

convenientrestroomand a drinking
fountain.
Walk across the grass and sit
on a bench under the oldest
sycamore. How small you feel
sitting there under its branches.
Slowly look above, below, and
around you. Close your eyes. You
may experience a feeling of
wholeness, of holding the world in
your arms. Perhaps an explorer sat
under this tree, for there is
evidence that when Portola, under
order of the Spanish Crown,
explored the California Coast from
Mexico to Monterey, he followed
this creek. Along the creek there
were many older trees and when
Portola saw them they reminded
him of the Aliso (Spanish for alder)
trees in his homeland, so he named
it Aliso Creek.
If walking in late afternoon
the cottontails, squirrels, lizards,
frogs, birds and an occasional
coyote are near. A man may be
feeding the rabbits. Farther on
someone throws bread to the birds.
Down near the creek, a woman
with an easel sketches. You will
probably see corvine birds having
lustrous black plumage and a loud,
harsh call. They are ravens, not
crows. Ravens were a favorite of
Louis Moulton, early owner of this
land, and he made every effort to
increase their number. Leisure
Worlders are well aware of Mr.
Moulton's success. In a short walk

you may see fifteen species of
birds, and over a period of a
season, seventy-five species, for
the area has been established an
Audubon Sanctuary. But don't go
under "the" tree in the evening, for
at night it is transformed into an
aviary.
To be continued

