Soon this column will be occupied by a new president. My session at the
helm of the Historical Society has been a great learning experience and hopefully,
we have provided some new and different direction for the Society's growth,
progress and image. Perhaps a line from the Shakespearian classic, Macbeth,
comments succinctly on time: "Come what come may, Time and the hour runs
through the roughest day". Yes, there have been routine days, exciting moments
and protracted irritations, buttempusdid fugit irrevocably.
My thanks and appreciation to all who lent a hand, a foot, a head, and
computers to resolve issues and problems. A very deep bow to all of the Society's
volunteers and their great accomplishments in gathering, sorting, recording and
placing "today's events" in the archives so that they will truly become "tomorrow's
history".....of Leisure World.
Kudos to the Board of Directors for their support and to the general
membership for their positive response when challenged. We hope that all of you
have been made more aware of the Society, its activities, its public image, its needs
and its continued steady growth.
Although it will still be awhile to realize our long awaited objective- our new
headquarters - it will occur this year. All of us will see to it that this objective is
reached for the benefit of the Society's membership and the total community of
Leisure World.
To the next president I extend wishes for good health, sound decisions,
Society cooperation, Board support and hope that a sense of humor will pervade in

THE SOCIETY PLANS
NEW
PROGRAM CONCEPT
Milton Ray, a long time member
and director of the Historical Society,
and its 1st Vice President responsible
for Programs, submitted a proposal to
the board to broaden the scope of the
organization's activities. He pointed
out the Society has grown in
membership to nearly 500, that some
newcomers to Leisure World have
only a superficial knowledge of how
the community was conceived and
developed.
Ray's proposal was a series of
forums
geared to presenting a
comprehensive and accurate account
of how and why Leisure World,
Laguna Hills, exists today.
Also included, Ray suggested,
would be matters Leisure World faces
in the immediate and long term future.
While the Historical Society
functions in the collection and
preservation of Leisure World history,
it should become an influence in
shaping the future of the community.
Early
residents
of
the
community,
including
Historical
Society members, will be sought out
as featured participants.
Ray further suggested the
forums could be expanded over time to
examine subjects of a more far
reaching nature, possibly various

aspects of United States history as
well as other nations of the world.
The
board
unanimously
approved the proposed forum concept
and urged Ray to enlist volunteers and
proceed with the organization of the
forum concept.

EDITOR'S COMMENT
The proposal submitted by
Milton Ray that appears in this
NEWSLETTER
entitled
THE
SOCIETY PLANS NEW PROGRAM
CONCEPT is
interesting and
intriguing.
The concept presents a
challenge to the Historical Society; it
is imaginative and creative. Mr. Ray's
proposal in his words; " would
provide a balanced program calculated
to give the Historical Society a
recognized cultural leadership role in
Leisure World."
He emphasized the success of
the program will require dedicated
effort from directors and members.
Those who recognize the value
and potential usefulness of such an
activity are urged to respond to the
call for volunteers to assist in the
program development. The forums,
as proposed, will have a vital role in
shaping the years ahead for Leisure
World. Call the office, 597-4330,
volunteer your talents!

JEAN'S TOUR
TO NIXON LIBRARY
The affable, energetic Jean
Downs who organizes and hosts the
Leisure World Historical tours never
says quit. Each successful trip
motivates her to envision another!
This time her tour is to the
Nixon Library, the first Presidential
Library on the West Coast! It is
scheduled for April 15.
The bus will leave Gate 3
promptly at 9:00 A. M.
It will return at 3:30 P.M.
The cost is $28.00. Lunch is
included.
President Richard Nixon, bom
in California, spent many of his early
years here. He was the 37th President
of the United States. His birthplace is
the site of the library that opened its
doors to the public in 1990.
Visitors will experience great
moments in American History as they
view the film presentation of those
years.
The tour includes the main
galleries showing a view of the special
exhibit, "Pacific Visions: Asia and the
American Presidency". The film
presentation commemorates the 25th
anniversary of President Nixon's first
visit to China.
The tour provides a visit to the
restored farmhouse where President
Nixon was born and spent his
childhood years. You will see the

roses at their best as you stroll
through the First Lady's Garden.
Now that your appetites are
whetted, write a check for $28.00
payable to the Historical Society,
Leisure World, and mail it to Jean
Downs, 5461-B Paseo Del Lago, E.,
Laguna Hills, CA 92653.
Seats are limited — don't delay!
You may call Jean at 837-1135 to
make your reservation prior to
forwarding your check.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ANNUAL GALA
SCHEDULED
The Society's annual GALA
will be Sunday, March 23, 1997, at
Clubhouse 5. Black tie optional. The
Social Hour will be from 6:00 P.M. to

6:45 P.M. -- no Host Bar.

Following the social hour will
be the annual business meeting.
Complete the invitation form on
the back of this NEWSLETTER and
return it with your check to:

Mrs. Jean E. Downs
5461-B Paseo del Lago E
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Guests are welcome.

...complete
building
...equip
B U I L D I N G FOR T O M O R R O W construction costs
the building with
necessary
furniture,
archival
storage
equipment,
computers and
visual aides
...insure that
state of the art replacements
can be made when needed
...protect the Leisure Worlder
of the Month program from
fund depletion.
PRESERVING T H E P A S T
FOCUSING O N T H E P R E S E N T

Donations to the Historical
Society are tax deductible,
and all will be appropriately
recognized. Starting at $100,
gifts will be acknowledged on
the Honor Wall of the new
building. Donors of $1000
or more will have perpetual
recognition in the Society
Directory and in all annual
programs.
Gifts may be by
cash,
pledge of not more
than three years. They may

be given in memory of, in the building or the society,
honor of, by individual or contact one of the officers or
a member of the building
group.
committee.
In addition, rooms, furniture,
and certain areas
may be
named for the donor, or
honoree.
If
you
are
interested
in
a
specific
naming opportunity, we will
work with you to make that
possible.
Many of our members have
made contributions to the
Fund.
We hope some will
wish to increase the amount
given.
Due to construction
delays, the campaign is b e i n g
e x t e n d e d u n t i l J u l y 30 a n d
appropriate recognition can
be given any gifts made in

If you have questions about

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1997 DIRECTORY
The policy of the Society has
been to publish its Directory of
Members, Associates and Affiliates
soon after the beginning of each year.
A deadline for receiving new listings is
established and publicized.
This list reflects dues received
after the closing date. The Society
welcomes them, and sincerely regrets
any errors or omissions of name,
telephone number, or address in the
Directory.
MEMBER RENEWALS

Childers, Jane
3431-A Bahia Blanca W

837-6639

Fractor, Evelyn
447-G Avd. Sevilla

786-5026

Ellison, Ethel
909-B Ronda Sevilla

454-1136

Prophet, Frank, Jr.
2241-P Via Puerta

768-8897

Furnish, W. A.
2285-C Via Puerta

859-5106

Furnish, Marjoria E.
2285-C Via Puerta

859-5106

Mangold, Lester
295-A Avd. Sevilla

770-2459

Patton, Loraine Quay
903-C Ronda Sevilla

830-8344

Silverman, Barbara
859-7071
5509-A Paseo del Lago W

Schwartz. Herbert
837-9108
5518-2H Paseo del Lago E
Snyder, Violet "Vonna"
2043-D Via Mariposa E

837-3617

NEW AFFILIATE

Secure Horizons
714 236-7133
Jackie Catlin, Dir. Member Services
5996 Corporate Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630
* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Selz, Edgar
770-0777
24055 Paseo del Lago W #763
MEMBER RENEWAL

Not in Directory (through error)
Dungan, Joe P.
324-B Avd. Carmel

837-1911

CLUB RENEWAL
California Club
Joe Bruno
3.204-A Via Buena Vista

830-6015

NEW MEMBER CLUBS

Discovery Theatre Variety Club
Carlann Luetzow
770-7347
4004-1G Calle Sonora
Laguna Hills Cat Club
Barbara Helfrich
2030-C Via Mariposa E

830-6741

BUILDING FUND
The Historical Society Building
Fund Gauge stands very close to
$70,000!
With a goal of $250,000, for the
new building and furnishings, the
Society is well on it way toward
achieving it goal.
The
Historical
Society's
endeavor to collect and preserve the
history of the community is important
to all residents. Contributing toward
the construction of the facility is not
limited to members of the Society. A
conscientious effort is being made
toward funding the project. If you
have not already given or pledged your
support,
* * *now
* * *is*the
* *time!
*****
Aliso
Park series will continue
* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

