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Lew draws on dual heritage
Foreign affairs expert named Leisure Worlder of Month

Lawrence M. Lew

Professor Lawrence 
M. Lew of Leisure  World 
has his feet p lan ted  
firmly in the rich h e r i t 
age of two cultures, 
China and the  United 
States, with a back
ground tha t  has given 
him special ability  as an 
expert  in foreign affairs.

Lew, who resides  at 
691-E Avenida Sevilla 
with his wife, Grace, has 
been se lected  Leisure  
Worlder of the Month for 
March by Rossmoor 
Corp. for his contribu
tions in foreign-policy 
and diplomacy.

He modestly admits 
tha t  his ability to read  
and write fluently in 
both Chinese and Eng
lish gives him an edge in 
keeping up with foreign 
affairs, especially  when 
China is emerging as a 
m ajor world power.

It is one of the “Big 3,” 
Lew explains, sharing 
the  spotlight with the  
U nited  States and Rus
sia, and  as such, China 
could not continue to 
exist in isolation.

Professor Lew was 
gradua ted  magna cum 
laude from the U niver
sity of Nanking and he 
com pleted  g raduate  
work at the  University of 
Chicago.

Since tha t  time, he has 
been  a college profes
sor, senior expert  on 
foreign affairs and 
adm in is tra to r  and con
su ltan t  to many d e p a r t 
ments and bureaus  of 
the  Chinese, United 
States and British gov
ernm ents. His work has 
taken  him on trips 
around the world th ree  
times.

He is sold on the 
American way of life. 
“You have to 
rem em ber,” Lew said, 
“th a t  from 13 colonies in 
just  200 years, it becam e 
the strongest nation, and 
it  is also the youngest 
nation.”

Problem s tha t  plague 
the U nited  States today 
do not change th a t  fact, 
added  Lew, who views 
the A m erica’s events 
with the perspective  of 
an historian.
' “We suffered a few. 

times,” Lew said, noting 
that the  U nited  States 
has survived Civil War 
and two World Wars, one 
to fight despotism and 
ano ther  to defla te  a 
dictatorship.

The walls of Lew’s 
m anor reflects his Chin
ese heritage, with an 
im pressionistic  Chinese 
landscape  on one wall of 
his living room set off by 
the  de lica te  strokes of 
columns of Chinese 
couplets on ano ther  
wall.

Inside the hallway 
n ea r  the  Lew’s a tr ium  is 
a family photo gallery of 
the  couple, th e ir  four 
child ren  and six 
grandchildren.

One of the  couple’s 
daughters is presently  
working on a magazine 
in Peking, while other 
ch ild ren  are  sca ttered  
in Hawaii, Minneapolis 
and one in the Los 
Angeles area.

Lew, who taught at 
Bradley University in 
Peoria , 111., for 20 years, 
enjoys working with 
young people. “It keeps 
you young,” he  added.

He la te r  taught a t Chap
man College, including a 
sem este r  aboard  Chap

m an’s World Campus 
Afloat.

When he is not p re p a r 
ing for the f requen t  lec
tu res  he gives, Lew 
re laxes by taking 
le isure ly  walks through 
the community.

Lew also doesn’t have 
serious concern for 
Watergate, o r  former 
P res iden t  R ichard  Nix
on’s recen t  visit to 
China.

“I don ’t question  the 
in ten t  of Nixon,” Lew 
said. “He was invited” by 
the  Chinese, and Lew 
said Nixon’s p resence  
th e re  will not have an 
impact on foreign 
affairs.

W atergate was a 
“sordid  affair,” Lew con
cedes, but Americans 
are  too introspective 
about it. “A m erica is a 
very good democracy, 
one of the best,” Lew 
added, “but tha t  does not 
mean tha t  Am erican 
democracy will not mis
behave!”

He does believe tha t  it 
is im portan t for A m eri
cans to observe other 
countries and lea rn  to 
app rec ia te  the  differ
ences in the ir  cultures.

To help  Leisure  World' 
res iden ts  enhance  the ir  
unders tand ing  of
foreign affairs, Lew 
leads a discussion 

- group, the Fore ign  Pol
icy Association, where 
about 140 residents  
study and discuss cu r
re n t  issues in eight sub
groups. The group meets 
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
the  first and th ird  Wed
nesdays of the month in 
Clubhouse 2.

And world traveler  
Lew, who has lived in 
Leisure  World for four 
years, is happy  in his 
re t i rem en t  home. The 
Lews looked at com
munities in F lo rida  and 
o ther  parts  of California 
before  selecting the ir  
p re sen t  home.

The combination of 
balmy Southern Califor
nia w ea the r  and secure, 
p leasan t  surroundings 
in the ir  own private 
home ap p ea led  to them. 
Lew added, “Leisure 
World is un ique .”


