
LWer of the Month

The editors of 
“Who’s Who in 
America” devoted 31 
jam-packed lines to 
their 1980-81 entry 
on John W. Luhring.

Not content to rest 
on those impressive 
laurels, the former 
bank executive and 
law school president 
keeps adding new 
activities to his busy 
schedule.

The two most re
cent of these are the 
presidency of Third 
Laguna Hills Mutual 
and a county board 
of supervisors’ 
appointment to the 
innovative Aliso 
Viejo Housing 
Opportunities Cor
poration.

Selected as Home 
Federal Savings’ Le
isure Worlder of the 
Month for May, 
Luhring will be in 
the honor spotlight 
once again when his 
portrait is hung on 
Monday, May 3, at 
the Rossmoor New 
Sales Pavilion, 23941 
Avenida de la Carlo- 
ta. The 10 a.m. cere
mony is conducted 
by the Leisure 
World Historical 
Society, co-sponsor 
of the program.

The portrait will 
be moved to Home 
Federal’s Laguna 
Hills office, where it

Luhring named for May
will remain on view 
for a month before 
being presented to 
Luhring at a similar 
ceremony. Both 
events are open to 
community resi
dents.

Born and raised in 
Los Angeles,
Luhring worked a 
60-hour week at Vn- 
ion Bank while 
attending night clas
ses at Southwestern 
University School of 
Law. He earned his 
law degree and went 
on to have an illust
rious 43-year career 
with the bank before 
returning to the uni
versity as its presi
dent from 1975 to 
1977 and as board 
chairman for an 
additional three 
years.

During Luhring’s 
tenure at Southwest
ern, the university 
received accredita
tion from the Cali
fornia State Bar and 
American Bar Asso
ciation as well as the 
Association of 
American Law 
Schools. Its current 
ranking as Califor
nia’s largest accre
dited law school and 
as sixth largest in 
the nation is “enor
mously gratifying” to 
its former adminis
trator.

Luhring’s legal 
skills were com
bined with adminis
trative capabilities 
during his years 
with Union Bank, 
where he created 
and organized the 
firm’s first law divi
sion.

Early in his bank
ing career he was 
selected  to attend 
the Pacific Coast 
School of Banking. 
His graduate thesis 
on oil production 
financing can still 
be found in the 
school library at the 
University of 
Washington.

Civic activities 
were expanded in 
the 1960s with 
Luhring’s mayoral 
appointments as 
director of the Met
ropolitan Water Dis
trict of Southern 
California and to the 
board of Water and 
Power Commission
ers of Los Angeles, 
which he served as 
president _

His public utility 
knowledge led to a 
1972 appointment by 
President Nixon to 
the National Advis
ory Committee on 
Oceans and Atmos
phere, an “unex
pected and fascinaU 
ing” post that took 

(Coni. on page 6)

BAKING BANKER— John W. Luhring, Leisure Worl
der of the Month for May, is a former bank officer with 
Union Bank. Luhring baked a dozen cheesecakes for 
one of the bank’s bigger customer’s to serve at a 
Christmas Party. The next week, the customer came 
into the bank and told the president that he was so 
impressed with Luhring’s cheesecakes, there was only 
one way to repay him. The customer pulled out a check 
for $1 million to be deposited in Union Bank. While 
Luhring wouldn’t expect all those who serve his ‘Million 
Dollar Cheesecake' to be rewarded in such a fashion, 
he does share his recipe with other Leisure World 
cooks.
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(Cont. from  page 1) 
him to Washington 
once  a month for 
three years. He was 
a lso  a Governor  
R eag a n  a p p o in te e  
and board chairman 
of the California Job 
D e v e lo p m en t  Cor
poration.

Other  l eadersh ip  
-coles were assumed 

n u m e ro u s  orga
nizations, too varied 
to list. He is howev
er, one of few people 
to receive a 50-year 
p in  for  v o lu n te e r  
se rv ice  to U n i ted  
Way and its p rede 
cessor groups.

F u r t h e r  r ecogn i 
t io n  cam e  in 1970 
when he was deco
rated as a knight of 
th e  O rd e r  of St. 
L a z a ru s  of J e r u 
sa lem ,  the  Malta- 
based humanitarian 
organizat ion which 
aids disaster victims 
th r o u g h o u t  the 
world.

Opera t ing  on the 
b u s y - m a n ’s-m ot to  
that  “you can always 
find time to do what 
you w an t  to ,”

L uh r in g  is also a 
wine and food fan
cier who holds mem
bership and former 
offices in the Cheva
l ie rs  du Tas tev in ,  
C o m m an d er ie  de 
B o u rd e au x  and 
Wine and Food Soci
ety of Southern Cali
fornia.

He is the recipient 
of three Cordon Blue 
awards.  One is for 
his cheese cake re 
cipe once featured 
in Gourm et  Maga
zine. Another is for a 
m em o rab le  m em 
ber-cooked d in n e r  
he was in charge of 
in 1959.

The Gallic dinner  
f e a tu red  lovingly 
selected recipes for 
which Luhring, ever 
the purist,  had the 
key in g re d ie n t s
flown in from 
France. Upon arriv
al the shipment was 
carefully examined 
by custom officials 
at LAX who turned 
thumbs down on the 
fresh artichokes.

An invent ive  
Luhring gained per

mission totransport  
this forbidden cargo 
along th e  a i r p o r t  
runway to an LAX 
restaurant, where he 
spen t  most of the  
night  cooking  the  
veg e tab les  so they 
could be legally re
moved from the a ir 
por t  g rounds .  One 
radio newscaster of 
the time gleefully re 
f e r re d  to th e  inc i
den t  as “the  Great  
A r t ichoke  Con
troversy at LAX.”

To the continued 
del ight  of his wife 
Jo,  L u h r in g  p r e 
pares ail their  fami
ly meals .  He has 
been married to the 
recently ret ired law 
office m an ag er  for 
24 years. He has two 
c h i ld r e n  and she  
one d a u g h te r  from 
previous marriages. 
Together they share 
four grandchildren, 
some of  whom 
L uhr ing  tau g h t  to 
cook at an early age 
in duplication of his 
own childhood intro

duction to the culin
ary arts.

His Third Mutual 
work in L e isu re  
World has included 
serving on numerous 
committees in addi
tion to being finance 
chairman, treasurer  
and vice president. 
He also is a director 
of both Saddleback 
Community Hospital 
and its fund-raising 
foundation.

L uhr ing  wras 
appointed by Fifth 
District Superviosr 
Tom Riley to the Al- 
iso Viejo Housing 
Opportun i t ies  Cor
po ra t ion ,  which 
a d m in is te r s  the 
com p an y ’s afford
ab le  housing  con
tract with the Coas
tal Commission.

He considers him
se l f  “ r ichly  r e 
w a r d e d ” by each  
act ivi ty  he u n d e r 
takes. “ IUs added '  
new dimensions to 
my life.. .I ’ve been  
the real gainer,” he 
notes.


