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LWer of the month 

Parker honored by Rossmoor for month of Oetober 
For Leisure Worlder 

Newell Parker, life has 
been a song. 

He s tar ted creat ing 
music 79 years ago, at the 
age of four and he is still 
at it. Music has been his 
career. Friendship and 
service have been his life 
work. 

Selected as Leisure 
Worlder of the Month for 
October, a por t ra i t of 
Parker will be hung in 
the main rotunda ,of the 
Rossmoor Leisure World 
sales office during the 
month. His friends and 
neighbors are invited to 
the portrait hanging at 10 
a.m., Oct. 3, and the por-
trait will be presented to 
Mr. and Mrs. Parker at th 
end of the month. 

A lifetime of making 
music, of making people 
happy, has included 
work as an organist , 
p ianis t , singer, choir 
master, teacher, accom-
panyist, concert master. 

During a 43-year en-
gagement as concert or-
ganist at the world-
famous Mission Inn in 
Riverside, Parker had 
the opportunity to play 
for many well-known 
persons including presi-
dents, foreign chiefs of 
state, Hollywood celeb-
rities and the like. 

Since r e t i r emen t to 
Le isure World nine 
years ago, Newell and 

Ei l leen Pa rke r have 
been highly active in 
community af fa i rs . 
Newell has served as 
president of the Michi-
gan Club, Masonic Club, 
Laguna Hills Shr ine 
Club, Scottish Rite Club, 
Former Rotarians, and 
as vice p res iden t and 
treasurer of the Laguna 
Hills Community Con-
certs Association. He is a 
cha r t e r member of 
Laguna Hills High 
Twelve Club. 

From all t hese ac-
tivities, come the mottos 
by which he lives: "Ser-
vice before Self," and the 
Golden Rule. 

The music lessons that 

began at age four in Port 
Huron, Mich., his birth-
place. started paying off 
when Newell reached 
high school. There he 
played cornet in an or-
chestra and later in the 
city band. 

Th Parker family 
moved to Hollywood in 
1912 and young Newell 
soon began studying 
voice, piano and organ 
under prominent 
teachers. Before long, he 
was teaching piano, ac-
companying well-known 
singers at concer ts 
andbecame a church or-
ganist. 

In only six years in 
•January 1918, he was in-
vited to become organist 
for the world-famous 
Mission Inn at Riverside. 
Soon the engagement 
was in t e r rup ted by 
World War I. Newell en-
listed in Base Hospital 
No. 35, a Los Angeles 
unit, and before long was 
at Camp Kearney in San 
Diego. 

Music soon caught up 
and a glee club was 
formed with Newell as 
accompanyist . The 
group's ability as enter-
t a ine r s of the 
"doughboys" was re-
organized and when the 
unit was shipped to Fr-
ance it became united 
with many other units to 
form a huge base hospi-

tal. He then became di-
rector and accom-
panyist. 
„Sbng and fun helped 

rel ieve the pain and 
loneliness of thousands 
of men. At the end of the 
war, the hospital had 
17,500 patients. 

When peace came 
Newell returned to the 
Mission Inn and stayed 
for 43 years. When he left 
in 1969 he was presented 
a c i ta t ion by the City 
Council and Riverside 
Mayor Ben Lewis for his 
man years of service to 
the city. 

Newell played for the 
Easter Sunrise Services 
on Mt. Rubidous nea r 
Rigerside and was con-
nected with each Easter 
Sunrise Service for the 
next 40 years. 

He became organist for 
First Church of Christ, 
Scientist, Riverside in 
1919 and continued for 40 
years. He and Mrs. 
Parker are class-taught 
Christian Scientists. 

His affiliation with the 
Boy Scouts of America 
began in 1920 and he is 
still a member of the or-
ganization. He was pres-
ident of the Riverside 
County Council for five 
years and was awarded 
the Silver Beaver. 

Newell ' s Masonic 
ca ree r also s tar ted in 
1920. He became a Mas-

ter Mason in Evergreen 
Lodge No. 259 in Sep-
tember of this year. He is 
a member of the Long 
Beach Scottish Rite, 
KCCH, Royal Order of 
Scotland, Robert Bruce 
Assoc., Red Cross Con-
stantine and a member of 
"El Bekel" Temple of 
Shrine, Long Beach. 

He was Grand Organist 
for the Grand Chapter 
and Grand Council of 
California. He was in-
stalled for 33 conscutive 
times in the Grand Coun-
cil and 30 times in the 
Grand Chapter. 

In 1962 he received 
from "The General 
Grand Chapter, U.S.A.," 
the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award for service to 
the Grand Chapter of 
Cal i fornia (only one 
award issued each year). 

He became a member 
of the Rivers ide Elks 
Lodge in 1920 and has 
been organist for their 
"Annual Memorial Ser-
vice" for many years. 

Oh yes. Newell also 
plays golf. He has had 
two holes in one and 
played in numerous 
Pro-Am competitions. 


