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Frank Prophet, Jr. was born in Rosebud, South Dakota. By heritage he is a direct descendant of Tecumseh, 
the Native American Shawnee leader, and also by ancestry one-third Eastern Shawnee.

Our honoree received his educational basics in the area of birth and after a family move, attended and 
graduated Pawnee High School in Pawnee, Oklahoma. Frank spent one year at the University of Missouri 
and accumulated an additional year of college credits afterwards.

His early work experiences were with the Civilian Conservation Corps in the San Bernardino Mountains as a 
member of a forest service camp (1938). After a six year stint in the U.S. Army Air Corps that included an 
overseas assignment in the China - Burma - India theater of operations he returned to the states to begin 
selling office machinery and furniture. He subsequently was promoted to Sales Manager and spent thirty- 
nine years at his job in Riverside, Los Angeles, Encino and Garden Grove and retired in 1985.

Frank was active in civic and community affairs. He was a Neighborhood Watch Block Captain in Garden 
Grove for fourteen years and received a Recognition Citation for his service. He also served on the latter 
city’s Chamber of Commerce and Traffic Commission and was - and still is - an active VFW (Veterans of 
Foreign Wars) member.

The Prophet family included wife Elsie and daughter Cheryl. Currently there are grandchildren Doug and 
Virginia and great-grandchildren Abigail and Michael.

Frank’s travel experiences were, in his own words, “Around the world by ship during World War II”. After 
retirement and death of his wife Frank arrived in Leisure World in the fall of 1989. Following a “get 
acquainted” interval he plunged into community activities. He was Vice President of the Community 
Association in 1990 and a Third Mutual Board Director (1991-1994). His board service included 
participation in the following committees: Golden Rain Security, Community Activities, Finance,
Maintenance and Construction and Landscape. In addition he was chair of the Ad Hoc Committee on By
Laws revision. Besides his governance service Frank was a Security Guard Gate Officer at Gate 10 from 
1994-2000. Club affiliations include Bocce, Security Officers, VFW, Leisure World Historical Society 
Secretary and building Captain for the Disaster Task Force.

The most important and personally satisfying activity was ” ___planning and designing over 100 funny and
amusing signs displayed at Gate 10 for six years. Many people thanked me for making them laugh”.


