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Bob Ring will be honored as Leisure Worlder of the Month by the Historical Society on Wednesday, 
Feb. 6. . '

Photo by Rod Veal/The News

Ring: looking past the present
Society honors former GRF president
i y  Cheryl Walker
The News

Being a leader isn’t easy.
Bob Ring found that out as 

president of Golden Rain 
where his forward-thinking 
plans often drew as many pans 
as fans.

But friend or foe, no one 
could deny Ring’s dedication of 
his time, talent and personal re
sources to making Leisure 
World the best retirement 
community in the world.

He worked tirelessly to in
corporate the city of Laguna 
Woods and recently was 
elected to its city council.

He became a national mar
keting spokesman for the com

munity and served on the 
Third and Golden Rain Boards 
and committees and special 
groups, like Project 21 future 
planning.

He is credited with being the 
main architect of the revamp
ing and development of Gate 
12 West.

And he worked with the La
guna Canyon Foundation 
Board for more than five years 
to help to bring about the stun
ning recent coup of the dedi
cation of the 173-acre Laguna 
Laurel property as open space.

For these reasons and more 
the Leisure World Historical 
decided it was time to honor 
Ring as Leisure Worlder of the 
Month for February.

The prospect has friends and 
colleagues waxing eloquent.

According to Laguna Canyon 
Foundation President Michael 
Pinto and Executive Director 
Mary Fegraus, Ring was a 
“perfect volunteer.”

“He is treasurer and a mem-
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ber of the Foundation’s Estate 
Planning and Gifts Committee, 
loves to help ‘Keep It Wild’ at 
the Laguna Coast Wilderness 
Park, has an understanding of 
why wilderness parks are of 
benefit to his community and is 
comfortable in the board room 
as well as on the trail,” they 
both say.

Reverend Sue Farley of the 
United Country Methodist 
Church, calls the pillar of her 
religious organization a “vi
sionary, not worried about the 
status quo t he looks ahead to 
the future and invites people to 
look beyond the present.”

Former Golden Rain col
league Bob Miller said he 
served three years with the 
honoree on the Golden Rain 
Board and was president of 
United Mutual when Ring was 
president of Third Mutual. He 
was “the most hard-working di
rector I have ever known.

“He was -  and is -  most con
cerned for the welfare of our 
community and compassionate 
for its residents.”

Fellow councilman Bert 
Hack, who worked with Ring 
on the cityhood and anti-El 
Toro airport efforts, on the Lei

sure World boards and is 
co-emcee at the Aquadettes an
nual shows, credits the former 
GRF president with getting 
him involved in governance.

“Bob has the unusual ability 
of having great technical skills, 
a broad imagination and the 
ability to communicate ... I 
know no one who has done 
what he has done for Leisure 
World.”

Background: Like his wife of 
46 years, Ring hails from New 
Jersey and attended Lehigh 
University where he earned a 
degree in engineering physics 
and took graduate courses in 
marketing, management and 
finance.

The son of a newspaper writ
er, Ring decided not to follow 
in his dad’s footsteps but chose 
his own path in the sciences, 
engineering and math. “I was 
good in them,” he explains.

Throughout a long and var
ied career, he capitalized on his 
expertise in various leadership 
positions in firms dealing with 
products as diverse as motors, 
technical instruments, comput
ers, electrical equipment even 
milk and ice cream manu
facturing.

He and his wife Bette moved 
to Laguna Hills in the mid 
1970s but didn’t come to Lei
sure World until Ring was on 
the cusp of retiring from Uni-



tek Equipment, Inc. of Monro
via where he was president and 
chairman of the board (of 
which he is still a member).

“I was still on the road and 
working 60 hours a week and 
here she had a lot to do, the 
Aquadettes, delivering Meals 
on Wheels, etc.,” he explains.

As he was winding down he 
felt his own interest in the com
munity growing, particularly 
after he met former Third Di
rector Hank Thomas and for
mer Golden Rain Director 
Charlie Hellmann who encour
aged him to get involved.

When the time was right, he 
jumped in head first and soon 
was deeply involved in the 
marketing committee and was 
instrumental in breaking a 
long-standing block on hiring a 
professional agency to help 
turn around a decline in the 
community’s resale market.

In the early 1990s he helped 
the Laguna Hills United Meth
odist Foundation, which sup
ports the activities of the La
guna Country United 
Methodist Church, create a 
long-term investment policy to 
generate income “in perpe
tuity.”

He also put his talents to 
work for the California-Pacific 
United Methodist Foundation 
and assisted the Laguna Can
yon Foundation to create its es

tate planning and gifts commit
tee to assist in maintaining the 
future viability of the organiza
tion and its concerns.

And he was elected to the 
Third Board and the Golden 
Rain Board, serving as presi
dent of each.

Although one of the three 
petitioners for cityhood and 
one of its most active promo
ters to give Leisure World a 
strong voice in determining its 
own future and to fight the 
commercialization of the for
mer U.S. Marine Base at El 
Toro, he did not initially seek a 
council seat.

But after the resignation of 
Laguna Woods Councilman 
Jim Thorpe, he answered the 
call to duty to complete the 
term which ends in November.

The change from board to 
council, says Ring wasn’t diffi
cult “I am a generalist, I see the 
big picture and just as before I 
was obligated to do what’s best 
for the corporation, now I’m 
obligated to do what’s best for 
the people.”

“I want to do what we can as 
a city to make it fiscally sound 
and attractive, to showcase re
tirees and to show how mixed 
generations can work together 
so we all succeed.

“Age isn’t important any
more: I want us to be one team, 
one community.”


