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Councilwoman Brenda Ross 
dies at age of 92
BY PEGGY BLIZZARD 
AND ALEJANDRA MOLINA
THE LAGUNA WOODS GLOBE

Laguna Woods Councilwoman Brenda 
B. Ross died of natural causes on Feb.
21, 2009 in Laguna Woods, CA at the 
age of 92. She had suffered a stroke Feb. 
9.

She is survived by her husband, four 
children, two daughters in-law and two 
grandchildren.

Ross served as City Council member 
since Laguna Woods was first incorpo
rated as a city in 1999. Most recently 
she was serving as the mayor pro tem 
following her re-election in November 
2008 for a fourth term (expiring in 
2012).

Dr. Ross was Laguna Woods' first fe
male mayor and the oldest mayor in 
America (she served twice, in 2000 and 
in 2005). As a four-term City Council- 
woman, Dr. Ross fought hard for addi
tional grant dollars that enabled Laguna 
Woods to provide transportation, social 
service, energy efficiency and household 
hazardous waste pick-up programs for 
all of its residents.

She was wonderful lady,” said Mayor 
Bob Ring who worked with her through
out the cityhood process. “She set an 
example for people for ages to come.”

“She's advocated for senior independ
ent living,” Ring added about the 
speeches she had done regarding pre
venting falls and accidents.

Ross was a passionate senior ad
vocate working at the city, county, state, 
and national-levels to ensure senior- 
related issues were heard and ad
dressed. At the time of her death, she 
was actively engaged serving on the fol
lowing boards, committees and commis
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sions: Orange County Fire Authority 
Board, Orange County Trauma Inter
vention Program (TIP), Orange County 
Senior Citizens Advisory Council, Hous
ing Committee, Fall Prevention Strate
gic Plan Committee, Orange County El
der Abuse Committee, Orange County 
Mental Health Strategic Plan Commit
tee, California League of Cities Commu
nity Service Policy Committee, and Eth
ics Task Force, Human Relations Com
mission Member, Orange County Li
brary Advisory Board, California 
Foundation on Aging and the California 
Leadership Alliance and the Coastline 
Community College Gerontology Ad
visory Committee.

In lieu of flowers or donations, ac
cording to her family, Ross wished to 
challenge and encourage all those who 
loved her to get involved in senior-citi
zen issues as a way to memorialize her 
efforts.

Services had not yet been scheduled 
at press time.

(See more on Brenda Ross' life on our 
website, ocregister.com/lagunawoods)


