
LEISURE WORLDER OF THE MONTH:
The Leisure World His­

torical Society is pleased to 
announce the selection of 
Jean Downs as Leisure 
W orlder of the Month for 
August, 1993. This event is 
sponsored by the Historical 
Society and supported by 
the Ross Cortese Com ­
memorative Fund.

Born and educated in 
Canada, Jean Downs came 
to California in 1952. After 
taking some business re­
fresher classes and pass­
ing the NOM A test, she ac­
cepted a position as accoun­
tant at a medical center. Six 
months later, she became 
building manager and held 
that position for five years.

After she became owner/ 
manager of a motel near 
Disneyland, she joined the 
local Cham ber of Com ­
merce and was soon in­
volved with the Anaheim  
Visitor and Convention Bu­
reau. She was a charter 
director and the only woman 
on the board for many years.

After selling the motel, she 
became the first Conven­
tion Coordinator/Finandal 
Manager for the Bureau.

After thedeathof her hus­
band, she became Execu­
tive Housekeeper at the  
Beverly Hills Hotel where 
she m et m any fam ous  
guests.

In 1970 she retired and 
moved to Leisure World. 
She went to work in L W . 
Vacation Village, a sales 
promotion for the commu­
nity. She again retired when 
that phased out only to re­
turn to workfor the develop­
ing medical center. Final 
retirement came in 1981—  
and a most active career of 
participation and involve­
ment in the life of the com­
munity was underway. The 
first dub she joined was the 
Canine Club. She no longer 
owns a dog, but she does 
have over 130 ceram ic  
poodles in her collection.

Jean Downs doesn’t just 
join, she works. She is on



JEAN DOWNS
the Board of Direc­
tors of the Histori­
cal S ociety and  
serves as Club Li­
aison. She has 
cred it fo r o ver 
2,500 hours volun­
teer service at the 
hospital. In Ebell, 
she served  as  
Treasurer, Public­
ity Chairman and 
is now M em ber­
ship Chairman. In 
the W omen’s Club 
she has been Fi­
nancial Secretary 
and Philanthropy 
Chairman. As a  
ten  y e a r board  
m em berfor O pera 100, she 
served severalterm sas2nd  
Vice President. The Cali­
fornia Club benefited from 
her services as Treasurer 
and as Secretary. She 
served as membershipchair- 
manfortheWoridTravelCJub. 
She has been an officer in the 
Square Dance Club, the  
Round Dance Club, and the
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three Ballroom Dance Clubs 
Jean served as Membership 
Chairman for the Republicar 
Club and as Scholarship 
Chairman for the Women’s 
Republican Club.

The Historical Society sa­
lutes a  lady who has beer 
active, involved and sup­
portive of the Leisure World 
way of life!


