
Airport fo© is June honoree
The good battle was 
fought and won
By Cheryl Walker
The News

“Quit” is not in the vocabu
lary of the Historical Society’s 
Leisure Worlder of the Month 
for June.

Once Laguna Woods Mayor 
Pro-tem Bert Hack sets his 
sights on a goal, watch out.

“I’m aggressive and some 
people don’t like that,” admits 
Hack.

But what they do like is what 
his “never say die” philosophy 
has accomplished for Leisure 
World: no El Toro airport.

“I hate wishy washy people -  
you never have to worry about 
that with Bert and I respect 
him a great deal,” says Laguna 
Woods Mayor and former 
Golden Rain President Jan 
McLaughlin.

“Nobody was more devoted 
to the cause of stopping the air
port than Bert and no single 
thing could have had more im
pact on this community than a 
commercial airport at El 
Toro,” she adds.

“He was Mr. Airport and did 
an excellent job of represent
ing our community with the 
county and the (federal) gov
ernment,” adds City Council
man and former Golden Rain 
President Bob Ring. “He stood 
up for us and was never afraid 
to ask the tough questions.”

Indeed, the 1994 decision of 
the Base Reuse Commission to 
shut down the Marine Base at 
El Toro galvanized Hack into 
an anti-airport force to be reck
oned with particularly when he 
found out a Newport Beach 
millionaire developer with ex
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tensive political pull was trying 
to get the land to create an in
ternational commercial airport 
that would rival LAX just a 
stone’s throw away from Lei
sure World.

To combat it, he had to start 
from square one by founding a 
grassroots organization to try 
to enlighten and educate voters

to the threat before it was too 
late.

Over the next eight years he 
was a beacon in the anti-airport 
campaign giving generously of 
his time and talents to preserve 
Leisure World and, subse
quently Laguna Woods, as the 
best community for seniors to 
live in the world.
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He helped found the Tax
payers for Responsible Plan
ning, which forwarded two 
anti-airport initiatives which 
failed at the polls.

He was a prime mover in an
other grassroots organization, 
Safe and Healthy Communi
ties, which wrote and pro
moted two successful initia
tives, Measure F (which was 
later declared unconstitu
tional) and Measure W, the ulti
mate silver bullet for the air
port since it called for a Great 
Park at the base and the re
moval of airport language 
from the Orange County gen
eral plan.

He also was a prime mover 
in the Laguna Woods incorpo
ration drive and a vocal and 
driven city representative on 
the El Toro Reuse Planning Au
thority, art alliance of South 
County cities united to find the 
highest and best use of the for
mer Marine Base.

Background: The native New 
Yorker came from a showbiz 
family. His father, Moe Hack, 
was a respected theatrical 
lighting designer. Bert was on 
stage himself by age 5.

Although he knew the stage 
luminaries of his youth on a 
first name basis, he was un
impressed with the “boom or 
bust” living of the theater and 
sought elsewhere for his niche 
-  which, he discovered, wasn’t 
an easy task.

“I was very competitive, 
very tough and loved to fight,” 
recalls Hack noting he tried 
military service in the U.S. 
Army (where he put on shows), 
read libraries full of books, 
hitchhiked around the nation, 
took numerous courses in col
lege (“I love to learn”), taught,

did a variety of odd jobs, mar
ried and became a daddy, 
showed dogs, moved from 
state to state, until finally he 
found his calling following in 
the footsteps of his uncle: law.

With his doctor of juris pru
dence from Cleveland State 
University, he became a prose
cutor, an attorney for the Vet
erans Administration and 
eventually opened his own 
firm.

Success was sweet, but the 
highly competitive milieu and 
Hack’s own Type A personality 
eventually resulted in the inev
itable ultimatum from his doc
tor: slow down.

Hack retired with as much 
gusto as he worked and bought 
a 40-foot trawler for his wife 
and he to cruise up and down 
the East Coast.

After five years, however, 
cabin fever had set in and they 
started looking for the spot to 
call home.

Wife Barbara knew she’d 
found the place in Leisure 
World when she learned about 
the Aquadettes.

Hack thought he would be 
okay taking university courses, 
playing some bridge or cruis
ing in an RV.

But friend Jan McLaughlin 
urged him to run for the United 
Mutual Board and he eventu
ally moved from committee ad
visor to a board seat when he 
was appointed to fill a vacancy 
created by a resigned director.

From there he moved up in 
the United Mutual Board 
which segued into the Golden 
Rain Board before the BRAC 
decision gave him a new pur
pose in life in the David versus 
Goliath struggle.

Did he ever think of giving 
up?

When someone says to Bert 
Hack, “It’s a done deal,” those 
are fighting words, he ac
knowledges.

“I could not compromise on 
El Toro, never.! don’t know too 
many things I couldn’t be 
asked to compromise on if I 
thought they were for the ben
efit of the community, but El 
Toro was non-negotiable.” 

When he was running for the 
first city council elections, 
Hack said he viewed cityhood 
as the prime reason to make an 
incorporation happen as well 
as the chance to show the 
world that seniors are respon
sible capable people.

“We have problems that are 
unique ... and we have to make 
sure that our problems are 
solved in a way that is best for 
our community.

“That’s why we need our city 
as opposed to having the good 
folks, the supervisors, up at the 
county looking out for us.”

And that’s why Bert Hack 
has said he will run for a sec
ond term on the Laguna Woods 
City Council in November.
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