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Born and raised in Louisville, Kentucky, Martha Buskirk and Charles Heilmann 
met at a high school prom. Martha received a B.A. degree In Journalism from 
St.Mary-of-tne-Wood College in Indiana. Charlie spent time in the military and 
then utilized his Gl bill benefits to obtain his B.S. in commerce from the 
University of Louisville. The Hellmanns married in 1947, and are the proud 
parents of six children. They have 17 grandchildren and two great grandchildren.

Martha wrote continuity for a radio station for a short time, but soon became a 
stay-at-home mom for a growing family. Charlie went to work at General 
Electric and stayed with the company for 30 years where he had sales, 
marketing, and management assignments in G.E.s electrical Products Lines. 
This involved several moves for the family and a great deal of travel for Charlie, 
both here and abroad.

During his working years, Charlie had little time for service work, except when 
mandated by his job. This included Chamber of Commerce member; active in 
Junior Achievement and United Fund Drives; member of the Fairfield, Ct. 
Country Club. Locally, he has served as President of the University of Louisville 
Southern California Alumni Club. Martha always found time to do volunteer 
work at the local hospitals

When the Hellmanns left Connecticut in 1984 and moved to Leisure World, they 
quickly became involved In the social and civic life of the community. Martha 
served on the board of the 18 Hole Women’s Golf Club, moving from publicity 
chairman through secretary, vice-president and then President of the Club. 
Charlie was Director and President of the Men’s Golf Club and served in many 
other capacities within the club.

Both Charlie and Martha have been active at Saddleback Memorial Medical 
Center. They both served on the board of the Associates, a hospital Support 
group, and both served terms as President. Martha served as buyer for the 
Hospital Gift Shop for 10 years. Charlie is now on the Saddleback Memorial 
Foundation Investment Committee.

Martha served on the Housing Committee for Project 21. Charles served as 
Director and President of the Third Mutual Board; as Director and Treasurer of 
GRF. He has been active on many committees with particular emphasis on the 
over-sight committee for the installation of the fiber optic TV cable system. He 
was appointed to the Board of Directors of LW Communications, and elected as 
its President.

The Hellmanns are a couple who work together, play together, and thoroughly 
enjoy their life in Leisure World. Their contributions to the life of the community 
have won them many friends and admirers.


