
Our congra tu la to ry  
column this month is 
directed to a member of 
our community who has 
e a r n e d  some of  the 
most exal ted c reden
tials possible.

The Home Fede ra l  
Savings and Loan 
hono ree  as Le i su re  
Worlder for May is John 
W. Luhring, renowned 
banker, university pres
ident and contributor 
to programs of presi
dents and governors.

And on a more de
lightfully human enjoy
ment level, a gourmet 
cook and much honored 
humanitarian.

In Luhring’s story is 
an item dealing with a 
member-cooked dinner  
in 1959 when he  ran 
afoul  of government  
regulations over some 
imported fresh veget
ables he had ordered 
from France.

This  amus ing inci
den t  p robab ly  te l ls  
more about the human 
side of John Luhring 
than could any other 
event.

It  h a p p e n e d  when  
Luhring’s shipment of 
fresh artichokes failed 
to gain customs approv
al at Los Angeles air
port. Luhring got per
mission to transport the 
a r t i chokes  to a r es ; 
taurant  at the airport 
where he spent most of 
the night cooking the 
vege tab le s  so they 
would be admissible.

While the incident  
showed a warm human 
side of our honoree, it 
also snowed that he is a 
stickier for perfection.

The Los Angeles na
tive worked at Union 
bank while attending 
night classes at South
eastern University Law

School where he re
ceived' his degree and 
then  began a ca ree r  
that was to last 43 years 
at the bank. At that  
point, he re turned to 
the univers i ty  as its 
president from 1975 to 
1977.

He has served numer
ous civic organizations 
through appoin tment  
by the Los Angeles  
mayor. He was director 
of the Metropolitan Wa
ter District of Southern 
California and on the 
board of the Water and 
Power Commission 
which he also served as 
president. .

P r e s i d e n t  Nixon 
appointed him to the 
Oceans and  Atmos
phere national advisory 
board, and Gov. Reagan 
named him board 
chairman of the Califor
nia Job Development  
Corp.

He has a 50-year pin 
for service to United 
Way, and in 1970 he was 
decorated as a knight of 
the Order of St. Lazarus 
of Jerusalem, the Mal
ta-based humanitarian 
organization to aid dis
aster victims.

He catne by his gour
met cooking expertise 
as a member of the Che
va l i e rs  du Tas tevin,  
Commanderie de Ror- 
deau  and Wine and 
Food Society of South
ern California.

All in all,  John  
Luhring is obviously a 
man who has served 
long and well in many 
capac i t i e s  and has 
shown the ability to en
joy the great life.

We are de l igh ted  
once again to offer our 
thanks and congratula
tions to our outstanding 
neighbor.


