
Countess named LWer of the month
What’s good about the 

w orld?  N o th in g  much 
you m ight say. Well, 
you’re wrong! T here’s a 
lot that’s good and Leigh 
L ukaw ieck i t e l l s  all 
about it twice a week on 
Channel 6.

A d e l ig h t fu l ,  eager ,  
happy Leisure World re­
sident, Leigh believes in 
a c c e n tu a t in g  the  p o s i­
tive in ev e ry th in g  she  
does, and she does it with 
a gusto that belies her 72 
years.

While most of us are as­
leep at 5:30 a m., Leigh is 
up and planning her day, 
a day that she will later 
share with her television 
viewers. A fte r  re ad in g  
the newpaper, she takes 
h er  housemate, a small 
b lue-point S iamese cat

n am ed  P e tu n ia ,  for a 
walk and  p ro m p tly  at 
8:10 lis tens to h er  own 
taped inspirational mes­
sage  w hich  o p en s  th e  
broadcast  day at C han­
nel 6. At 8:30, tw ice  
weekly, she arrives at the 
s ta t io n  to r e p o r t  on 
what’s good in Southern 
California as part of the 
morning news program.

How does she know so 
much ab o u t  w h a t ’s 
going on and what might 
be o f  i n t e r e s t  to r e s i ­
dents to Leisure World? 
By b e in g  p re s e n t  at 
meetings, study classes 
and o ther activities, by 
a t t e n d in g  lu n c h e o n s ,  
and  p a r t i c ip a t in g  in 
num erous  goings-on in 
L e is u re  World or in 
Laguna Beach and o ther

parts of the Southland.
Leigh is a lady very 

much “in the know” and 
who is willing to share  
for th e  p le a s u r e  of 
others.

C hosen  as L e is u re  
Worlder of the Month for 
September, her portrait 
will be HTTftg in th e  
rotunda of the sales of­
fice at 10 a.m., Friday, 
Sept. 1, and h er  fhends  
and  n e ig h b o rs  a r e  in ­
vited  to a t te n d  the  in ­
formal ceremony. At the 
end of the month her por­
trait  will be presented  to 
h e r  to g e th e r  with  a 
f ram ed  b io g ra p h ic a l  
sketch.

A native  of V irginia, 
Leigh a ttended  schools 
in Coronado, Calif, and 
then moved to San F ran ­

cisco. She married Cap­
tain Edward Dewey Wal- 
b r id g e ,  U.S.N., a 
g r a d u a te  of the  U.S. 
Naval Academy who, she 
proudly recalls, had 13 
ancestors who fought in 
th e  A m er ic an  R ev o lu ­
tion.

W idowed follow ing 
World War II, she spent 
an E a s te r  h o lid ay  in 
Rome, fell in love with 
the city and decided to 
m ake it h e r  hom e. 
F r ie n d s  invited  h e r  to 
the Adriatic coast where 
she met a family who was 
going to V ien n a  and  
asked her to join them. 
She went for what she 
thought would be a week 
and stayed four years.

It was there  she was in- 
(Cont. on page 6)
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Honored LWer’s life highlighted
(Cont.from page 3) 
t ro d u c e d  to Count 
Eugene A Lukawiecki of 
P o la n d  who p ro p o se d  
marriage the evening of 
t h e i r  f i r s t  m eeting . 
“T here was no question 
in my mind or in his from 
the  time we met, “ she 
says, “but it took us four 
years  to get everything 
squared  away.”

B ecau se  Po land  was 
u n d e r  C om m unist con ­
t ro l ,  th e  R u ss ia n s  
wanted the Count to re ­
tu rn  to his native land 
w h e re ,  as n o b il i ty ,  he 
would have been impris­
oned.

Leigh s tayed  in V ie­
nna, working first for the 
U nited  S ta tes Embassy 
and la te r  in a covert op­
eration  for the  U.S.Army. 
The times that  followed 
w e re  o f ten  h ap p y  and  
fr iv o lo u s  w ith  b a l ls ,  
m a rb le  p a la c e s  and

w alks in th e  V ien n a  
Woods, and more often 
very tense, ending in a 
dramatic escape for the 
Count, who was eventu­
ally rescued by an Army 
plane which landed on 
the streets ofVienna and 
flew him to saftey.

Leigh was taken from 
V ienna  u n d e r  m ili tary  
guard and the couple was 
r e u n i t e d  in S a lzburg  
where they were married 
in the Mirabell Palace. 
T hey  took  a sh ip  to 
America and settled  in 
Long Beach. The Count 
died of a heart  attack in 
1958.

Leigh moved to Palm 
Springs. Having studied 
th e  U nity  re l ig io n  for 
many years, she became 
m in is te r  o f  h e r  own 
ch u rch ,  U n ity -in -the- 
Desert, where she served 
for 10 y e a rs  u n t i l  th e  
p r e s s u r e s  b ec am e  too 
great and she moved to 
Leisure World in 1972.

From a l ieu ten an t  in 
the U.S. Navy in World 
War II, to the ro le  she 
now p lays as th e  very  
first volunteer roving re­
p o r t e r  a t  C h an n e l  6, 
Leigh has traveled a fas­
cinating and often rug­
ged ro a d  c o n t r ib u t in g  
much along the  way to 
h e r  c o i in trv  and to Lei­

sure World.
E n t i t l e d  to v a r io u s  

forms of address such as, 
R ev e ren d ,  L ieu ten a n t ,  
Mrs., Countess, Lady, she 
says, “Just call me Lee, 
please. My Polish name 
d o e s n ’t so u n d  l ik e  it 
looks, so ju s t  forget it. 
Simple first names are so 
friendly.”

She se rv e s  on th e  
boards of d irectors of the 
Unity Church of Leisure 
World, th e  Community 
Concert Association and 
Opera 100, where she has 
b e e n  n o m in a te d  for 
president.

Leigh is a mem ber of 
the  N ational League of 
A m erican  Pen Women, 
Laguna Beach Branch, 
A m er ican  Legion Post 
no. 257, L ag u n a  H ills ,  
and many o ther national 
groups.

In Leisure World she is 
a m ember of the Amigos 
Nuevos, Missouri Club, 
L a tin  A m e r ic a n  Club, 
an d  se rv es  as a U nity  
Minister emeritus, sub­
stituting for two m inis­
te r s  a t L e is u re  World 
c h u rc h  se rv ic e s  an d  
classes, a m em ber of the 
prayer panel of Leisure 
W orld U n ity  ch u rc h ,  
praying daily for all who 
request  it.

She has  v o lu n tee red

many h o u rs  a t te n d in g  
meetings, events, view­
ing performances, in ter­
v iew ing  p ro m in e n t  
peo p le  which total the 
good things about which 
she reports on television. 
“After all,” she laughs, 
“tha t  is my religion, ac­
centuating the positive.” 

Of L e is u re  W orld, 
Leigh says, “ I never ex­
pected to be so active, so 
in t e r e s t e d ,  so v i ta l ly  
alive as I am today, so 
happy to be learning and 
useful


