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Bob has his Sunshine
W hen one  se e s  the  

w orld  with his h e a r t  
r a th e r th a n  with hiseyes, 
the  view can  be q u i te  
s p e c ta c u la r .  A cknow 
le d g e m e n t  of  b e a u ty  
does not always require  
visual appreciation  as in 
th e  lives  of  R o b e r t  C. 
N eum ann and his wife 
Sunshine, both of whom 
have been sightless for 
the past 10 years.

An active pa r t ic ipan t  
in community activities, 
Bob Neumann has been 
s e le c te d  as L e isu re  
Worlder for the Month of 
July  and his portra it  will 
be hung in the  rotunda of 
the Rossmoor sa le s  of
fice on Wednesday, July 
5 at 10 a.m. F riends and 
neighbors are  invited to 
a t t e n d  th e  in fo rm a l  
c e re m o n ie s  h o n o r in g  
th i s  o u ts ta n d in g  r e s i 
dent. Rossmoor Corpora
t io n  a lso  hon o rs  S u n 
shine Neumann for her 
courage and de te rm ina
tion.

How can the view be 
qu ite  spec tacu la r  when 
one cannot see it? “ Be
cause I pay attention to 
what I touch, what I smell 
and  w ha t  I fee l ."  says 
Bob. “Those with sight 
often take these senses 
for  g ra n te d .  S ee in g  is 
often enough for them .”

Also, they both admit 
tha t  an individual has a 
cer ta in  degree of mem
ory. Both Bob and Sun
sh in e  a re  a d u l t  b l ind . 
T hey  w ere  not bo rn  
w ithout sight and both 
had lived a rich and full 
life with many sensory 
e x p e r i e n c e s  u n t i l  10 
years ago. With a wistful 
note in h e r  voice, Sun
shine says, “We know our 
surroundings are beauti
ful because  we've seen 
enough rolling hills  in 
o u r  lives to re m e m b e r  
the way they look."

How does one reach  
this point of acceptance 
to a life of darkness hav
ing first had the joy of 
sight? Bob and Sunshine 
adm it it is a very difficult 
adjustment. “You’ve got 
to cry a bucket full first 
and then when you stop 
crying, you can start liv
ing a g a in ,” she  says. 
“You must pick up the 
pieces and go on."

And indeed they have 
done just this. No sorrow 
o r  s a d n e s s  p e rm e a te s  
the Neumann household. 
Instead, there  is a lot of 
laughter , and love and 
sharing. Often a tinkling 
s i lverbell  announces the 
c lo seness  of a beloved 
pet, a je t  black cat, sup
posedly a Russian Blue, 
with dazzling green eyes 
named Her-Mine-Cat II, 
a f f e c t io n a te ly  c a l le d  
Herman.

“ You have  to be 
phlegmatic about blind
ness,” Bob adds. “ If you 
w orry  a b o u t  it, y o u ’re  
dead. You just can’t be 
d i s tu r b e d  a b o u t  w hat 
goes on around you." To 
prove he means what he 
says, Bob goes about Lei
sure  World with calm as
surance, crossing streets 
w ithout fear, shopping, 
banking, a ttending meet
ings, bow ling , p lay ing  
golf, sh u f f leb o a rd  and 
the piano. He has reason 
to be proud of his golfing 
score ... 71 for nine holes 
plus the fact that he won 
a tu rk e y  in a 
shuffleboard event.

Bob be lo n g s  to the  
Hikers Club, Aerospace 
Club, American Legion, 
V ista  N uevas  and  the  
Wisconsin Club, but his 
b iggest p ro jec t  is as a 
m em b er  of the  Laguna 
Hills Lions Club where 
he served as p res iden t  
from 1975 to 1977. Cur
r e n t ly  he  is reg iona l  
committee chairman and 
he and  S u n s h in e  a t 
tended  the Catalina con
vention in Hawaii. Sun
shine is a mem ber of the 
Lady Lions.

The major program of 
the Lions Club is sight 
c o n s e rv a t io n ,  and the  
m em bers  a re  trying to 
m atch  it w ith  h e a r in g  
conservation. Last year 
Bob s ta te s  th a t  over 
$10,000 was netted in the 
a n n u a l  L aguna  H ills  
White Cane Drive. “Ev
ery bit of this money goes 
into sight conservation,” 
he says.

Expanding this project 
f u r th e r ,  Bob is a lso  a 
m e m b e r  o f  the  Ham 
R adio  O pera to rs  Club, 
contributing his part  to 
the Eye N etw ork Prog
ram  c o n d u c te d  by th e

Lions Club Doheny Eye 
Bank at the USC Medical 
C e n te r  w h e re  p e o p le  
have donated the ir  cor
neas  a f t e r  d e a th .  The 
m em bersh ip  now totals 
over 50,000. In this prog
ram  one co rn e a  is e x 

. ch anged  for a n o th e r  
w h e re v e r  th e  n eed  
exists.

T he  Eye N e tw o rk  is 
co m p o sed  o f  a m a te u r  
radio operators all over 
the  western ha lf  of the 
United States. They are 
on the same frequency  
every evening at a ce r
ta in  hour, te ll ing  each 
other where a cornea is 
n e e d e d .  A r ra n g e m e n t  
has developed with a ir 
l in e s  w h e re  they  fly, 
w ithou t charge , frozen 
c o rn e a s  to any a re a  
where the patient lives. 
Bob was personally  re 
sp o n s ib le  for an e y e 
saving situation through 
his transmitter.

How does a pharmacist 
from East Troy, Wiscon
sin meet and marry an 
e d u c a to r  from New 
Mexico, each having lost 
sight at almost the same 
tim e? “ O urs  is a fa iry  
ta le ,” Sunshine recalls. 
They met in Little Rock, 
Ark., at a rehabilitation 
center  for the blind. “We 
went there  to learn how 
to be b l ind ,"  she  says. 
Both alone, far from fam
ily and friends, they were 
relatively free from in 
h ib i t io n s .  “ We kept 
bumping into each other, 
Bob laughingly rem em 
bers .  “ It was a very  
touching experience."

At first Bob recalls that 
he was falling flat on his 
face most of the time, but 
not any more. Now he 
joins the members of the 
H ik e rs  C lub every  
Saturday morning, walk
ing anywhere from three  
to five miles. “ I plant my 
feet like an Indian ,” he 
says. “ I fee l for th e  
ground, ‘ don’t just move 
along.” This way he can 
stop im m edia te ly  if he 
comes to a hole in the 
ground.

In speaking of a hike to 
M ajes t ic  Canyon r e 
cently, Bob says, "It was 
just  beautiful out there .” 
And we know w hat he 
means. His senses were

seeim ; m ill the heart
Bob Neumann, Leisure Worlder ol the Month for 
July, has a heart that sees with 20—20 vision. 
Neumann s story and that of his wife Sunshine, is 
on Page 12 of today's Leisure World News.

tuned into the fragrance 
o f  o ran g e  b lossom s. 
Eucylaptis trees and the 
clean, fresh a ir  with its 
g e n t le ,  c a r r e s s in g  
breezes.

It's true. Bob and Sun
sh ine  have never  seen 
each other. But the ir  lov 
ingmarriage, wrapped in
the warmth of a d e e p c a r 
ing and  s h a r in g  have
made their  lives together 
e n r ic h e d


