
12 

By Ross moor Corp. 
LEISURE WORLD NEWS-LAGUNA Hit IS 

Thursday, January 5, 1978 

Pancook named LWer of the month for January 
Col. Arthur John Pan-

cook, a big, smiling, affa-
ble man who enjoys the 
f r iendship of many Lei-
sure Worlders, has been 
s e l e c t e d by Rossmoor 
Corporat ion as Leisure 
Worlder of the month for 
J anua ry and his portrai t 
will be hung in the main 
ro tunda of the Leisure 
World new sales office. 

Fr iends and neighbors 
a r e inv i ted to s ee t he 
portrai t when it is pre-
sented to the Pancooks 
on Feb. 2. 

"The things I like most 
about Leisure World are 
the affability and friend-
ship of its people," Col. 
P a n c o o k says. Those 
q u a l i t i e s c a m e to t he 
f o r e as L e i s u r e 
Worlders, many of them 
virual strangers, rall ied 
around in loving support 
du r ing long, da rk days 
before the first Mrs. Pan-
cook passed on some six 
y e a r s ago fo l lowing a 
long illness. 

The support turned to 
joy abou t a y e a r l a t e r 
when a n o t h e r Le i su re 
Worlder. the former Mrs. 
Marga re t Reynolds , 
jo ined Ar thure in mar-
riage at Geneva Prsbyte-
rian Church to become 
the present Mrs. Arthur 
Pancook. 

Arthur's many fr iends 
s tem from his Le i su re 
World activities, he says, 
especially from his five 
yea r s as a secur i ty of-
ficer. 

"I got to know lots of 
p e o p l e d u r i n g t h r e e 
y e a r s on t h e d i s p a t c h 
desk. In that job you get a 
lot of phone ca l ls and 
when you ' r e f r i e n d l y , 
people respond." 

Add i t i ona l f r i e n d l y 
contacts have been made 
through work as an of-
ficer in the Shrine Club 
which he helped to start; 

the Scottish Rite Club, 
Masonic Club, Kiwanis 
and as first president of 
Leisure World Mutual 26. 

Col. Pancook r e t i r ed 
from the United States 
Army a f te r 37 years in 
the Active Armu, Army 
R e s e r v e and Na t iona l 
Guard, both in California 
and Hawaii. In reserve 
s t a t u s he c o m m a n d e d 
the famous 442 infantry', 
known as the "Go For 
Broke" Regiment com 
posed of Amer icans of 
J a p a n e s e ances t ry and 
one of the most deco-
ra ted reg iments in the 
U.S. Army. 

He earned all grades 
and ranks from private to 
colonel with the excep-
t ion of two e n l i s t e d 
graces and the rank of 
w?/rrant o f f i c e r . He 
served for 33 months in 
the Pacific Theatre over-
seas during World War II 
and e a r n e d n u m e r o u s 
medals and commenda-
tions. He retired as col-
onel, adjutant general 's 
corps. At the time of re-
t i rement he was ad ju tan t 
genera l , IX Corps (Au-
gmented). 

A b a n k e r by p ro fe s -
sion, Col. Pancook was 
employed by the Bank of 
America in the grea te r 
Los Angeles a rea from 
1929 to 1941 and in 1946 
and 1947. He was as-
sociated with the Bank of 
Hawaii in Hilo and Hon-
olulu from 1947 to 1969 
and ret ired as assistant 
cashier. 

Col. Pancook's distin-
gu i shed c a r e e r as a 
Mason befan in 1928. He 
he ld m e m b e r s h i p s in 
Riverside, Los Anglees, 
Hilo and Kailua, Hawaii 
and inLaguna Beach. He 
was Charter Junior War-
den, Koolau Lodge No. 
801, Kailua, Hawaii, in 
1960 and W o r s h i p f u l 

Arthur Pancook 
Master of that Lodge in 
1963; Mason of the Year, 
Laguna Beach Lodge No. 
672 in 1976; M e m b e r , 
DeMolay Commi t t ee , 
Grand Lodge of Califor-
nia and Hawai i , 1963-
1968; Head Candida tes 
Coach, Laguna Beach 
Lodge No. 672 for four 
years; received Scottish 
Ri te D e g r e e s in 
Hawai ian Bodies. 1944 
and is now a n u m b e r of 
the Long Beach Bodies; 
a d v a n c e d t h r o u g r the 
v a r i o u s o f f i ces of the 
Honolulu Lodge of Per-
fection. A&ASR Bodies 
1947-48 

He was High P r i e s t . 
Orange Coast C h a p t e r 
No. 156, Royal Arch Ma-
sons in 1977. He will be 
illustrious Master, Santa 
Ana Counc i l , Crypt ic 
Mason in 1978. 

Other Masonic honors 
include election to Royal 
Order of Scotland and to 
Red Cross of Constan-
tino. 

Additional Masonic af-
f i l i a t e d m e m b e r s h i p s 
and hono r s i n c l u d e : 
Awarded Grand Cross of 
Color, Order of Rainbow 

for Girls. 1953; Past Pat-
ron. Hawaii Chapter No. 
1, Order of the Eastern 
S ta r . 1953; Past Pres i -
dent . Hilo Chapter No. 
159. Nat ional S o j o u r -
ners; MEMBER. Heroes 
of '76; Member , 
Saddleback High Twelve 
Club; 2nd Vice Pres i -
dent. Laguna Hills Scot-
tish Rite Club; Board of 
Directors, Leisure World 
S h r i n e Club; Member , 
Leisure World Masonic 
Club. 

T h e r e has also been 
great dedication to De-
Molay activities in Col. 
Pancook ' s l i fe . He be-
came a char ter member 
of t he R ive r s ide , Ca., 
Chapter in 1924 and has 
been active in this state 
and in Hawaii ever 

After 10years as active 
member, he was elected 
E m e r i t u s Member . In-
t e r n a t i o n a l S u p r e m e 
Council (for life) Order of 
DeMolay in 1977 There 
are only 28 in the world 
who own this honor. 

In his career with De-
Molay. Col Pancook has 
been: Master Councilor. 
Riverside. Ca., Chapter. 
1928: Courier, Southern 
California Jur isdic t ion; 
Elected Chairman, Hilo, 
Hawaii Chap te r Advis-
ory Council; Appointed 
Deputy of the In te rna-
tional Supreme Council 
Orde r of DeMolay and 
E x e c u t i v e Of f i ce r in 
Hawai i . 1964; E l e c t e d 
Act ive Member , Sup-
reme Council. Order of 
DeMolay and Executive 
Officer in Hawaii. 1967; 
50 y e a r m e m b e r s h i p 
award; DeMolay Legion 
of Honor; DeMolay De 
g ree of C h e v a l i e r ; 
Zerubbabel Key; Cross of 
Honor; Advisor's Honor 
Key (two times); Honor-
ary Member , Orde r of 
Knighthood 



Col. Pancook is a lso 
Past P r e s i d e n t . 
Toas tmas t e r ' s In terna-
t i ona l , R i v e r s i d e , Ca.; 
Past Pres ident Kilauea 
Counci l , Hilo, Hawai i . 
Boy Scouts of America. 
Awarded Silver Beaver 
by tha t Counc i l ; Pas t 
C o m m a n d e r . F o n t a n a , 
Ca., A m e r i c a n Legion 
Post ; Past P r e s i d e n t . 
Honolulu Chapter . Re-
serve Officers ' Associa-
tion; the only caucasian 
m e m b e r of t h e Hi lo 
J a p a n e s e C h a m b e r of 
Commerce Board of Di-
rectors for four years. He 
is a member of the Lei-
sure World Kiwanis Club 
and Li fe Member , Re-
t i red Officers ' Associa-
tion. 

In civic work, Col. Pan-
cook was D i s a s t e r 
Chairman, Fontana Dis-
t r i c t , A m e r i c a n Red 
Cross 1946-1947; Disaster 
Coordinator , County of 
Hawaii, State of Hawaii, 
1948-1949; C h a i r m a n 
Bank Divis ion, 
E m e r g e n c y P r e p a r e d -
ness Council, Is land of 
Oahu, 1960. A w a r d e d 
Certificate of Apprecia-
tion by the United States 
G o v e r n m e n t for t h a t 
work. 

Nowadays , t he Pan-
cooks love to travel. They 
spend several months a 
year at it. Current plans 
fo r t h i s y e a r i n c l u d e 
tr ips in April, May, Sep-
t e m b e r and December . 
In May they will travel to 
Hawaii; in September a 
c r u i s e t h r o u g h t h e 
P a n a m a Cana l ; in De-
cember to Oahu. 

Se rv ice to m a n k i n d 
and f r i e n d s h i p s to a l l 
seems to come natural ly 
to Ar thur Pancook. He. 
f i rmly be l i eves t ha t if 
you wish to have a fr iend, 
you must be a fr iend. 


