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Elsie Parker named LWer of the month 
From the day Elsie 

Parker became a resi-
dent of Leisure World 13 
years ago, the community 
was destined to have a 
leader . Affect ionately 
known as Mrs. Leisure 
World, she has earned 
the respect and admira-
tion of all who know her 
and who have worked 
with he r as she 
spearheaded commit-
tees which led to the es-
tablishment of most of 
our organizat ions and 
clubs. 

Selected by Rossmoor 
Corporation as Leisure 
Worlder of the Month for 
November, a portrait of 
Mrs. Parker will hang in 
the rotunda of the 
Rossmoor sales off ice 
during this period. On 
Dec. 1, it will be pre-
sented to her in an in-
formal ceremony to 
which her f r iends and 
neighbors are invited. 

Born in West Virginia, 
Mrs. Parker grew up in 
Washington D.C. and 
nearby areas, where her 
f a the r worked for the 
ra i l road. She part ic i-
pated in a community 
theatre group there and 
became a proficient vio-
linist, entertaining for 
schools and hospitals. 

Possessing diversified 
talents, she took courses 
in business administra-
tion and accounting and 
went to work as an au-
ditor for the Army, teach-
ing government auditing 
nrooedures to new fi-
nance officers and trac-
ing lost or missing ship-
ments of property on top 
secret movement of ships 
and trains. 

These were the years 
of World War II and she 
additionally joined the 
Ambulance Corp of the 
Red Cross where she 
learned to shoot a rifle, 
clean a carburetor and 
covertly drive a canteen 
truckto all the secret gun 
emplacements set up 
within the capital. 

In 1945 after the war's 
end, Mrs. Parker moved 
to Southern California 

with a determination to 
accept whatever new and 
in teres t ing challenges 
might be presented to 
her. Rather quickly and 
without any letters of re-
commendation, her pre-
vious experience landed 
her a job as a traveling 
auditor under the West-
ern Region Controller 
General of the Army, 
where during the next 
eight years she traveled 
the states, making bi-
annual audits of all sorts 
of Army, and later Air 
Force, properties. 

Her ca ree r in gov-
ernmen ended in 1953 
when an injury to her 
spine required surgery 
and 18 months of rest. 
She moved to Pasadena 
and began looking for a 
new ca ree r that her 
health would permit. 

Mrs. Pa rker recal ls 
that her mother used to 
tell her that you can do 
anything you want to do if 
you want to do it badly 
enough. "Being very 
young and inexperi-
enced, I believed those 
good thoughts and before 
I discovered that these 
things didn ' t always 
work for all people, I 
learned that with belief 
and determination one 
could do things that 
otherwise would never 
have been ac-
complished," she says. 

Selling real es ta te 
seemed like an interest-
ing challenge at the time, 
and she enrol led in 
Glendale Business Col-
lege and found a position 
wth a rea l tor in San 
Marino. 

During this period she 
became extremely active 
in community affairs, as-
suming leadership posi-
tions in local chapters of 
the YWCA, American 
Cancer Society and many 
business and profes-
sional women's service 
clubs including Quota, 
International for which 
she spent two years as 
governor of the 25th Dis-
trict , comprising 28 
clubs. 

§ 5 i 
Elsie Parker 

After 10 years of main-
ta ining a very hectic 
pace, retirement loomed 
as an attractive way of 
life and she chose Lei-
sure World as a place to 
settle down, play golf and 
enjoy the fruits of her 
labors. 

But Elsie Parker is not 
one who can settle down 
for very long. Her belief 
that keeping busy keeps 
thoughts young, set her 
on a course that would 
enrich the lives of all re-
sidents of Leisure World 
in the years to come. Her 
contr ibut ion to our 
community cannot be 
measured in any terms. 

It has been said that a 
monument to her will be 
the establishment of Las 
Solteras Club which she 
crea ted as a medium 
where una t tached 
women could get to-
gether in a common 

bond. Later on this led to 
the formation of Amigos 
Nuevos, a club for new-
comers and with which 
she continues to be ac-
tively associated. 

One day at a meeting 
she expressed ideas 
about a subject under 
discussion and suddenly 
she was swept up into a 
whole new life of activity 
and endeavors. Af ter 
that she was selected and 
nominated for the Gol-
den Rain Board and 
served as its first woman 
member. 

In addition to being the 
force behind the found-
ing of many of the clubs 
we all enjoy here today, 
she is most proud of br-
inging a convalescent 
hospital here. Recogniz-
ing the pressing need for 
a pe rmanen t medical 
facility of that sort in 
1965, she presented her 

idea to the board and was 
immediately appointed 
to head a committee on 
the suject and soon after, 
Beverly Manor was built. 

But even that ac-
complishment was not 
enough to satisfy Mrs. 
Parker's determined de-
sire to serve and she 
went back to work as a 
member of the executive 
board of Royal Savings. 
When Home Savings took 
over the building two 
years ago, she accepted a 
position with them as 
public re la t ions rep-
resentative carrying on 
the tradit ion of Royal 
Savings of printing, 
without charge, mem-
bership rosters for the 
nearly 200 clubs in Lei-
sure World and 
Saddleback Valley. 

Currently Mrs. Parker 
is a member of the Pro-
duction Guild, Ebell 
Club, Woman's Club, 
Latin American Club, 
Roadrunners Travel 
Club, Saddleback Area 
Coordinating Council, 
Women's Golf Club, 
Keyboard Concerts Club, 
Opera 100 and 
Saddleback Republican 
Women's Club Feder-
ated, having been a key 
figure in the shaping of 
policies and organiza-
tion of many of these 
clubs. 

On looking back, she 
reflects that she was on 
just about every 
nominating committee 
and by-laws committee 
of the many Leisure 
World clubs during their 
years of formations. 

Elsie Parker's life has 
been one of service, de-
dication and active par-
ticipation in the growth 
of Leisure World. To 
those who are just com-
ing into the community, 
her advice is "become 
involved!" 

In retrospection, she 
says a bit wistfully, "I 
have done everything I 
could to promote Leisure 
World and what it stands 
for," and she is still doing 
it. If something has to be 
done, one can be sure 
that Elsie Parker will be 
part of the team. 


