
Woman sets Rossmoor honor__________ _____________________________

Ms. Pedrotti named Leisure Worlder for October
The tinkling of a string of camel bells a ttached  to 

the patio  gate announces the  arrival of guests and 
E l izab e th  Pedro tt i ,  d a rk  eyes spark ling , comes 
bounding to the front door.

Miss Pedrotti, a th i rd  genera tion  Californian and 
daughter  of a former s tate  senator, has d irec ted  that 
obvious energy in many ch a r i tab le  ways during her 
13 years of res idence in Leisure  World with special 
a tten tion  to the Catholic community.

Because of these fruitful years here, she has been 
chosen by a special com m ittee to be Rossmoor Cor
pora tion’s Leisure W orlder of the Month for Oc
tober.

H er many friends are  invited to an informal cere
mony in the Rossmoor New Sales Salon at 10 a.m. on 
Monday, Oct. 1 when h er  color portra it  will be hung 
in a p lace of honor. It will rem ain  on public display 
until F riday, Nov. 2 w hen the  framed photograph 
will be p resen ted  to her.

Miss Pedro tt i’s work with the Council of Catholic 
W om en, C a th o l ic  D a u g h te r s  an d  k in d r e d  St. 
N icholas par ish  organizations led to h e r  recen t 
election for the second s traigh t term  as presiden t of 
the Orange County Diocesan Catholic Community 
Agencies Auxiliary.

E lizabeth’s ability in the field of public relations 
also has been valuable  to the Leisure World volun
teers  for Childrens Hospital of Orange County, the 
Saddleback Community Hospital Adult Day Health 
Care program of which she is a m em ber o f th e  advis
ory board  of directors, the Leisure  World R epubli
can Club and many o ther groups.

The Woman’s Club, Ebell Club, Opera 100 and 
Keyboard Concert Club also have felt the touch of 
her membership.

In addition  to her num erous chari tab le  chores, 
Miss Pedrotti has found p ar t  time employment with 
a num ber of Laguna Hills business firms. She served 
one year as news ed ito r  o f th e  Laguna Beach News- 
Post and currently  is employed by the Lake Forest 
b ranch  of Columbia Savings and  Loan as its public 
re la tions  director.

“My m other and I came to Leisure World in 1966,” 
Miss Pedrotti explained. “Mother looked so young, 
with h er  peaches and cream complexion desp ite  her 
prem aturely  white ha ir  that  people  used  to take us 
for sisters.” ■

Elizabeth showed a p ic tu re  of her mother, which 
hangs in h er  boudoir, to prove her point. There  is so 
much of her paren ts  about her home. “Mother and I 
furnished it together. We had fun going to sales.” 
She pointed  to a large oil pain ting  of a field of vivid 
blue roses in a frame that  has card inal colored vel
vet trim to match the ca rd ina l upholstery of a living 
room set. “The paint wasn’t dry yet on that  canvas 
when we bought it. I like color,” she added need
lessly.

In addition  to a large p ic ture  of h er  father, there  
hangs a p ic ture  she identifies as “The Most Re
verend William R. Johnson, Bishop o fthe  Diocese of 
Orange.” A large crucifix in a frame of gold further 
reveals the depth o fher  fervor. “It wasgiven to me as 
a child ,” she explains.

Public re la tions has been Miss Pedro tt i’s field 
almost from the day she was graduated  from Los 
Angeles City College in 1932, but she had a taste of 
journalism  as far back as 1929.

“My mother and I used to accompany father to 
Sacram ento during sessions of the senate. I’d won 
top speed-typing honors at Lincoln High School so 
my fa ther and two other senators  made me the ir  
secretary  for several term s.” One of them, Senator 
Bert Cassidy, also had her w'rite a “State Capitol” 
column for his newspaper, the A uburn California 
Journal.

After college Miss Pedrotti becam e a secretary in 
the public rela tions section of the mayor’s office at 
Los Angeles City Hall. Most o f th e  time, until she left 
city service in 1961, Miss Pedro tt i’s public rela tions 
ca ree r  was largely city hall and  police departm ent 
oriented. In the final years she was information 
center  d irec tor for city hall and  all its adjuncts.

In 1965 she authored a book still used in the Police 
Science curriculum  at the college level titled, “The

California Court System.”
“You know,” said Elizabeth Mary Pedrotti, her big 

brown eyes laughing, “except for the trophies I won 
for speed typing, this will be the first time I’ve ever 
been honored so you know what it means to me.”

Elizabeth Pedrotti


