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July honoree makes you smile

As a guard at Gate 10, Frank Prophet loved to make people smile 
with his "tennis racket" signs, most of which he donated to the 
Historical Society.
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Frank Prophet says 
‘OK Grin’
By Cheryl Walker
The News

Frank Prophet’s name may 
not be familiar, but his pen
chant for clever signs that 
made people smile for six 
years, is.

As a guard at Gate 10, Proph
et waved people through the 
entryway with a tennis racket 
on which he’d placed a funny 
word or phrase like “OK, 
Grin.”

“I always felt I had to wel
come people as they came in 
Leisure World and thought how 
can I get their attention when 
everybody going through the 
gate either had a frown on their 
face or looked like they were 
going to explode.” Prophet said 
the signs were his way of mak
ing Leisure World a friendlier 
happier place to live in and vis
it.

“I broke the ice and within a 
week people started reciproc
ating with a smile, their own 
signs, one guy even took out his 
teeth and waved them at me! It 
was a lot of fun.”

“I’ve had hundreds of people 
thank me for making them 
laugh and forget their prob
lems or aches and pains,” says 
Prophet noting that although 
he hasn’t been guarding a gate 
since 2000, Leisure Worlders 
are still thanking him for what 
he did.

In fact, Community Civic As
sociation President Henry Eil- 
birt recalls fondly that Proph
et’s signs were “entertaining, 
pleasant. He was everything a 
security guard should be.”

And Patti Grudem, security 
services supervisor, says about 
Prophet “He’s a wonderful per
son, he brightened the day for a 
lot of people and they loved it.”

“Think Snow,” Prophet 
would display during a sum
mer scorcher or “Think Sun”

during a chilly winter rain; “Be 
Naughty: Save Santa the Trip,” 
he’d wave near Christmas; and 
“Official Turkey Tester” and 
“Have Fork, Will Travel” were 
favorites near Thanksgiving 
Day.

In all, he created more than 
100 signs and, when he relin
quished his post, he donated his 
famous racket to the Historical 
Society.

Being a greeter, however, 
wasn’t the only reason the His
torical Society selected Proph
et to be its Leisure Worlder of 
the month this July.

Nor was it the fact that he is
a piece of living history: a di
rect descendant of Shawnee 
leader Tecumseh, known for 
his articulate speech, leader
ship skills and the ability to 
bring his people together into a 
cohesive whole when they

were threatened with extinc
tion in the early 19th century.

Prophet has served as a 
Third Mutual director and on 
the Golden Rain security com
mittee and has been and con
tinues to be active in the Com
munity Civic Association, the 
Security Officers Club, the 
Bocce Club, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, the Disaster 
Task Force (he’s a building

captain) and the Historical So
ciety, where he serves as sec
retary and, according to So
ciety President Evelyn Shopp, 
is “very conscientious” about 
his tasks.

Background: Prophet, whose 
father worked for the Indian 
service, was bom in Rosebud, 
S.D. and attended the Uni
versity of Missouri where he 
hoped to be a journalist. But af
ter one year he decided it 
wasn’t for him.

He moved to California in 
1938, worked as a green- 
skeeper and joined the Civilian 
Conservation Corps and, after 
World War II broke out, the 
Army Air Force.

Interestingly, at one point 
during his service, he was sta
tioned in San Francisco and 
used handmade signs to com
municate with eligible young 
ladies who worked in an ad
jacent building.

He served in the Pacific The
atre of War and, after VJ day, 
came back to the states and be
gan selling office machinery 
and furniture, a career he pur
sued for the next 39 years.

After his wife passed away, 
he saw an ad for Leisure World 
and decided to give it a 
look-see. He liked what he saw 
and moved in Oct. 17,1989.

“I got taken with the idea of 
becoming a director,” he re
calls and achieved not only that 
goal but the chance to work as 
a security guard, a natural for 
him since he served on the traf
fic commission and, for 13 
years, as a block captain in 
Garden Grove.

Although Prophet works 
hard at any job he’s given, he 
always tries to inject a little hu
mor in anything he does and 
looks back fondly on his Gate 
10 guard days as some of the 
happiest he’s had in Leisure 
World.

“I had the most satisfaction 
in planning and designing the 
signs and giving people some
thing to smile about that they 
haven’t forgotten, even today.”
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