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Memorial service celebrates Brenda Ross's life
BY PEGGY BLIZZARD
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

Brenda Ross's boundless energy, en
thusiasm and encouraging nature were 
consistent themes throughout the me
morial service celebrating her life Mon
day at Clubhouse 7.

Ross's daughter, Gail Ross, hosted the 
informal program in which officials and 
friends were invited to speak about 
Ross who died at the age of 92 on Feb.
21 while still serving on the City Council 
after being elected to a fourth term in 
November.

Ceramic green turtles (Ross collected 
turtles) decorated the tables set up for 
people to sit and enjoy a variety of 
sweets and punch. Turtles also deco
rated the purple napkins and a banner 
on the stage wall featured one of Ross' 
favorite sayings, “Slow and steady will 
get you to your goal, every once in a 
while you have to stick your neck out.”

Retired firefighter Ralph Bates led 
the program playing “Amazing Grace” 
on the bagpipes while dressed in kilts.

Noting that Ross was in her ninth 
year serving on the Board of Directors 
of the Orange County Fire Authority,

Retired firefighter Ralph Bates plays
"Amazing Grace” on the bagpipes to lead 
off the memorial celebration of Brenda 
Ross's life Monday at Clubhouse 7.
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Fire Chief Chip Prather spoke of Ross' 
integrity and commitment, adding that 
everything she did on the board “was 
for the safety of the community.” He 
was the first to refer to Ross's energy as 
he recalled one lobbying trip to Sacra
mento by fire officials and board mem
bers. At the end of the day everyone 
was exhausted and wanted to get a cab

at 10 p.m. after dinner and Ross “pro
ceeds to march us 10 blocks back to the 
hotel.”

OCFA Division Chief Ed Fleming re
called Ross' passion for fall prevention 
programs for seniors as well as her 
“compassion and contagious enthusi
asm.”

Sheriff's Deputy Lt. Bill Griffin who 
provides police services for the city of 
Laguna Woods noted he will miss not 
sitting up front with Ross this year at 
the American Legion Memorial Day 
program as he has for the past three 
years.

Mayor Bob Ring also referred to 
Ross's energy, noting that when they 
would go to the Orange County Senior 
Citizens Advisory Council meetings to
gether Ross “would walk down 11 flights 
of stairs” at the Towers and “I would be 
huffing and puffing.” Ring added that 
Ross was the oldest mayor in the United 
States at the time she served in that 
post.

City Council members Bert Hack,
Milt Robbins, Marty Rhodes and Cyn
thia Connors also spoke of Ross' energy, 
impact locally and nationally having

served as a delegate to the White House 
Conference on Aging in 1995 and her en
thusiasm.

Others who spoke included City Man
ager Leslie Keane, Lake Forest City 
Councilwomen Kathryn McCullough 
and Marcia Rudolph, Irvine City Coun
cilman Larry Agran and Laguna Hills 
Mayor Joel Lautenschleger

Several of Ross' friends and neigh
bors from the Towers spoke as well as 
her many friends from throughout La
guna Woods.

Elaine Morgado noted that Ross 
called her “the sister she never had.” 
They met when Morgado who is with 
the Historical Society was cutting and 
pasting articles and Ross joked that she 
never learned to cut and paste because 
she didn't go to Kindergarten. That led 
to Morgado keeping up Ross' personal 
scrapbooks and the two becoming like 
sisters, Morgado said.

“She was so sensible, so wise, I al
ways asked her for her advice, Morgado 
noted. “This was no ordinary life, this 
was a life well lived and a life that will 
be deeply missed.”


