
Leisure Worlder of the Month

Closed club memberships no obstacle to educator

Dr. Ernest ‘Ted’ Thedinga

When the Thedingas moved into Leisure World in 
1971 they found a vexing situation. Many m em ber
ships in the community’s clubs were closed.

Asa re tired v iee  p resident of s tu d en ta f fa irso f th e  
U n iv e rs i ty  of W isconsin ,  Dr. E rn e s t  O. (Ted) 
Thedinga was a man of action.

Rossmoor Corporation’s Leisure Worlder for the 
month of Septem b er struck no Don Quixote pose at 

"this unfortunate  circumstance. He tilted with no 
windmills. Instead he jo ined with officers of such 
organizations as The Forum and the Keyboard Club 
and helped  bring them into successful second or
ganizations.

Dr. Thedinga currently  is p re s iden t  of Forum  II, a 
d irec tor of a th ird  club and past p resident of th ree  
other Leisure World groups.

His many friends are invited to join Ted at an 
informal ceremony at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 4 
when his color portra it  will be hung in a place of 
honor in the ro tunda of the Rossmoor New Sales 
Office.

Being educato rs ,  the  T hedingas especia lly  sa
vored the prospect of fellowship in the clubs. “Clubs 
are responsib le  for much of the warmth and cohe
siveness of our neighborhood  that sets Leisure  
World apa rt  and makes it superior to all other adult 
communities.” ,

In addition  to being p res iden t of Evening Forum 
II and vice presiden t of Keyboard Club, as well as a 
d irec tor of the T hea te r  Guild, Dr. Thedinga is past 
p res iden t of F o rm er Rotarians and, of course, the 
Wisconsin Club. He and Ella also belong to Adven
tures in Travel, Travel Club II and the Latin Ameri
can Club. He is also a mem ber of the Thursday Club 
(Jolly Boys), a m en’s group that meets weekly at the 
Irvine Country Club in Corona del Mar.

Mutual 37
Dr. T h cd in g a’s leade rsh ip  qualif ica tions  were 

quickly recognized. He was tapped  for president of 
Mutual 37 shortly after he moved here in 1971. Con
solidation into Third Mutual took him along as a 
director. From th ere  he was chosen to be a director 
of the Golden Rain Foundation.

It was af te r  serving i n these  governance capacities 
that Thedinga dec ided  to d irec t  his attention to club 
work. It was sort of second na tu re  to him. In Wiscon
sin he had  belonged to Rotarians, Boy Scouts of 
America, N ational Council of Christians and Jews 
and of course many educational associations.

Thedinga was born  in  South Haven, Michigan. 
Later the  family moved to Wisconsin where Ted 
worked his way through Ripon College and ea rned  a 
Bachelor of Arts degree, cum laude. He was a tackle 
and guard  on the football team that twice held pow
erful M arquette  scoreless.

A h is to ry  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s c ie n c e  m ajo r ,  Dr. 
Thedinga was teaching at the University of Wiscon
sin’s Oshkosh Branch when World War II broke out. 
Ted volunteered.

As an Air Force  intelligence officer he was sent to 
the European  Theater. Because of a background of 
studies in  Munich, Germany in 1934 for his docto
rate, he was selected  on a team that surveyed Ger
many to study its surviving resources after the a r
mistice.

Major Thedinga was sent to Santa Ana Air Base on 
leave. “It was wintertim e and our first chance to 
taste  the sweet fruits of California. You know the 
c o n t r a s t  b e tw e e n  h e r e  a n d  W iscons in  in D e
cember,” he recalls. T here never was any question 
about re tir ing  to Southern  California after that.

Two oil paintings on the walls of the ir  home re
mind the Thedingas of Wisconsin. A large one shows 
birch trees  re flec ted  in a lazy Wisconsin stream. The 
walls of the den are  prom inently  decorated  with 
commemorative p laques and  awards befitting Ted’s 
educational and military background.

The Thedingas favorite p laque is one p resented  to 
Ted by the Governor of Wisconsin. This is the Dis
t inguished Citizen aw ard given to him for his out
standing work in s tudent affairs.

“The g rea tes t  decision we ever made was coming 
to Leisure World,” says Thedinga. “H ere we found 
friends, fellowship and all the good things one could 
wish in life. We can never repay the community for 
what it has done for us.”


